_— 


—— — ——— 


— ͤœZA22Wt⁊ I 


— © — 2 — — © l - , 
- p — n =: — — — 2 —— 32 2 
N — 
— 3 1 
7 : F 


” * Y C # . 


— Davomooididjane l 8 


* 1 * q 
Y * 5 „ * * 1 9 d * — 5 * 4 of ' 1 p Py $ by 


3 
31 433\L 


*Hg IP {+ Che, Sos, 4 O A 5 | 
; TY "©, $34 


* 
( p ö : 
* 9323 oa —ů wy fc — we oc way 4 +4, 22 +. 7 Pn nn Sw Tus ywraeSwy qa wo —ſmů— 


— — — OO ——— : 
\ , 7 * x l 

ws” 

_- 


1 LI 43 


| .-By FOHN*WESL EN MA. 


era Fans 
s . | $3] | „ein 
3 8 mi. 


= m—_ * 
N A Wr I r te? rern 
7 1 N * = = 
, 4 114 . 
2 ; The Sz con Evra ro. a 
| * 89 = : . ' R 
1 3 4 - * 
9 5 — | SAL +2 175 $415 BEE 
bs 02" G 1) 1 4 
* a 2 in 4 9 9 r LA 2 " 
or” Wenn 7 enn — i 
— w * 
a | 1 r 8 
an . % : - Ta; 1 4 4 * 
a * 1 - #4 2 * wil z 510 4-3 1 
| * F * 
* 7 * a 4 
” GS 424% Fw. #3 T4 144 Y I 7 O07 38.5 # 31 
* . „ = ” 
J. * : 1 5 « *; ” , * 
L 12 . * — R * > I” ©.» n 0 
* 141 dS S * 21 4 4 Ls Td 29:47 * 78 14 
d * 
1 CT 2 0 -q * 2 
9 8 1 * : 0 - E 
%\ -4 wo nt (FA © v 4 9 2 * > "at * Lo : * 
” - ” * . * 
4 j ; * ? Fa - ＋ = . oo * 
5 97 . 4 ® v2 a 
a ” 2 * 1 ® ; : A1. 1 2 a * - ” 
\ 5 | . nnn 
6 N — —— wy | OB ——— — *.2, 4 
: F 4 A a _ „ _ G_ _ —— — — ln * - 
d » $4.4 5 1 7 : | 4 oF; * * 
. N 1 | ** nen 
5 *x © " £L/ 5 - 8 "i 
& s A f # ; S wins + | 
s LONDON: 
* * 4 - 1 — 


. * Ae en 1%} 

eee eee e 

ind fol ar the Foundry; nes, Upper diser 
by T. Trg, at Gray's-Inn-Gate;" and by 

KEN BAD on Tin * Brid 

by 4 a Ne MDCCL 


oh 12 et Fe $1.43 It 32” £7 


- 


- 


— 4 El 4 


Ding 8 is, &c. 


10 10H NN "IS TX 
wil believe not every Spirit, but try the $ pirits whe. 


ther they are of GOD, * many falſe Prophets 
are gone ont into the World. 


a5 .d Age as df 125 Spigit, of 


"Bob that ever was. And that both as 
to the extraordinary, Gifts of the Spirit, 
and alfo as to bis ordinary 


in 4 converting, enlightening and ſanctify- 


T 


ing the Souls of Men. But as the Inflaences'of the 
true Speck abounded, ſo Counterfeits did alſo then 


| abound; The Devil mimicking, both the "ordinary 


and exttibrdinary Influencet o 1 Spirit of Bop. 
This made caſſary Ous IST 
ſhould be 1 0 5 808 certain an Ritter and di- 


fimgaithing Marks, by which 
in judging of Spirits, and diſtingui. 


er this Chapter, where we lrave this Matter 


treated of. The A here of ſet Purpoſe under- 
. . Eakes to ſupply the Ph 


of the true Spirit as may be plain and ſafe, and ſurely 
_ diſtinguiſhing, and well aceõmmodated to Uſe and 
Practice. And that the Subje& might be clearly and 
- © ſufficiently handled, he i infifts e 


upon it 
. Chapter: Which, makes it wpngerful that what is 
aid in this Chapter, is no more taken Notice of at 


8 - this Time, when that which is ſo remarkable appears; 
a r 


d hexe is anety. pinions 
i inde much 2 8 K Work of the's e 


ApolMe is ted to Aidoutle on this 
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Age of the 


the true from 
the falſe. The giving ſuch Rules is the plain Deſign - 


Gov. with ſuch Marks 
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don theſe Signs, 
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Spirit; as 1 an Intereſt in Chriſt 
in the laſt Verſe of the 


Chapter. Ani be 
that keeperb bis Commundnents deve eff in tim, and be in 
bim; and hereby we luce, tat be abiteth' in vs; by. the 
Spirit which be hath given 1. ce we may infer, 
That his Deſign: in this Chaptef is not only to give 
Marks whereby to diſtinguiſh the true Spirit'from the 
falſe in bis extraordinary Gifts of Prophecy and Mi- 


racles, but alſo in bis ren 3 on the 


Minds of his People. „n TH ut 
3. The Wards of the Text are an * 
this Diſcourſe, of the diftinguzſhing Signs of the true 
and falſe Spirit. Before the Apottle proceeds to lay 
he exhorts the Chriſtians he writes 
to, to care in this Matter. And, 1. Here is the Duty 
of trying the Spirits urged, with a Caurien anne td, 
2. over Creduloufaeſs.:  Belrved, belitve not very 
Spirit,- lat im ib Spirits beiber they ore f GOD. 
2. The Nececy of this Duty is ſhewn from this, 


| That there were many Counterfeits, beranſe may. fulſe 


Prepbeti wers gene out into the World. And theſe did 


not only pretend to have — — God in his ex: 


traordinary Gifts, but alſo to be eminently hely Per- 
ſons, to have much of his ordinary Inſtuences on 
their Hearts. We are therefore to look- upon theſe - 
Words as a Direction to try their Fretences to Ip | 


Spirit of Gov, in both theſe Reſpecss. 


4. Aſter the Apoſtle had thus warn'd Choiſtians. 


| with reſpect to the Trial of Spirits; he 


immediately 
Rn to give them Rules, by which they may 
ceed in jodging of every Thing that has 
the 5 of either the or extraor- 
dinary Work of the Spirit off GG. 
My 9 e 
diſtinguiſhing Bvidences of a Work of 
the Spirit of Gov, by which we may proceed ſaſely 
in judging of- any Operation we fad 2 ä 
ſee in others. as 
5. And + A woald obſhrve; * are to take 
the Scriptures as our Guide in this and in all Caſes. 


N is the ſtanding Rule ne Go De A rr. to 
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his Church, to guide them in all Things, relating te 
their Souls. And doubtleſs that Spirit that indited 
the Scriptures knew how to give us good Rules, by 
which to diſtinguiſn his Operations from all that is 


falſely pretended to be from him. And ſeeing he has 


done this, in the Chapter wherein is the Text; and 


done it more particularly and fully than any Where 


elſe; in my preſent Diſcourſe I ſnall go no where elſe 
for Marks of the Trial uf Spirits, but ſhall confine 
myſelf to thoſe that I find here. Y 


- 


Bot before I proceed particularly to ſpeak to theſe, 
I would prepare my Way by firſt obſerving negatively, 


in ſome Inſtances; what are not Signs that we are to 


__ judge of a Work by, whether it be the Work of the 


Spirit of Gop, or no. And eſpecially, what are no 


_ Evidences; that a Work -that is wrought amongſt a 

People, is not the Work of the Spirit of Goo. 

6. Firſt, Nothing ean certainly be concluded from 
this, That the Work that afpears is carritd on in a Wa 


ety unuſual and extraordinary. Tis no Signthat a Work 
is not the Work of the Spirit of Gon, that it is car- 


ried on in ſuch a Way as the ſame Spirit heretofore 


has nat been wont to carry on his Work ; provided 


the Variety or Difference be ſuch, as may ſtill be 


rehended within the Limits of thoſe Rules which 


the Seriptures have given to diſtinguiſh a Work of the 
Spirit of e of What we have been uſed to, or 


what the Church of Gov has been uſed to, is not a 


Rule by which we are to judge whether a Work be 


the Work of God, becauſe there may be new and 


extraordinary Works of GOD. Gop' has heretofore 
_wrought in an extraordinary Manner 3 he has brought 


Aravge' Wor 05 3 and has wrovght in ſuch a Manner 


"as to: ſurprize both Men and Angels: and as Gon 
- has done thus in Times paſt, ſo we have no Reaſon 


to think but that he will do ſo ſtill. The Prophecies 


of Scripture give us Reaſon to think that Gop has 
- Kill new Things to accompliſh, Things that have ne- 


ver yet been ſeen. No Deviation from what has hi- 


therto been uſual, let it be never ſo great, is an Ax. 


geument that a Work is not the Work of the Spirit of 


7 Gor 
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| Goo, if it be no Deviation from the Rule that Got 
has given, to judge of a Work of his Spirit by. The 


Spirit of Gos is ſovereign in his Operations; and we 
know that he uſes a great Variety; and we can t tell 
how great a Variety he may uſe, within the Compaſs 
of the Rules he himſelf has fixed. We ought not to 
limit God where he bas not limited himſelf, If a 


Mork be never ſo different from what has formerly 


been, yet if it agrees in thoſe Things that the Word 
of Gov, has given us as the, diſtinguiſhing Signs of a 
Work of his Spirit, that is ſufficient. to determine us 
in its Favour, 21 n 664.43 e eee 
7. Therefore it is not reaſonable to determine that 


a Work is not the Work of Gop's Spirit, | becauſe of 


the extraordinary Degree in which the Minds of Per- 
ſons are influenced. If they ſeem to have an extra- 
ordinary Cqnviction of the dreadful Nature of Sin, 


and a very uncommon Senſe of the Miſery of it, or 


extraordinary Views of the Certainty and Glory of 
divine Things; and are proportionably moved with 

very extraordinary Aﬀe&ions of Fear and Sorrow, 
Deſire, Loye or Joy: or if the Change that ſeems to 
be made in Perſons be very ſudden, and the Work 


carried on with very. unuſual Swiftneſs, and. the Per- 


ſons that are thus ſtrangely affected are very many, 


and many of them are vety young; and alſo be very 
unuſual in many other Circumſtances, not infringing 
upon Scripture Marks of a Work of the Spirit; theie 
Things are no Argument that the Work is nota Work 
ofthe Spirit o So.... ads bh 
The extraordinary Degree of Influence, if in its 
Nature it be agreeable to the-Rules and Marks given 
in Scripture, is rather an 8 in its Favour ; 
for by how much the higher Degree that is in, which 
is in its Nature agreeable to” the Rule, ſo much the 
more is there of Conformity to the Rule, and ſo much 
the more evident is that Conformity. N 91 
| 8. There is a great Aptneſs in Perſons to doubt of 
Things that are ſtrange; eſpecially it is difficult for 
elderly Perſons to think that to be right which the 


have been never uſed to, and have not heard of in 
the Days 6f their Fathers. But if it be a good Ar- 
„ e N 


A 3 


/ 


and ſuch great 
tudes; ſuch a great and ſudden Alteration in Towns, 


(6) 1 
gument that a Work is not from Gop, becauſe it ts 


very unuſual, then it always was fo, and was ſo in the 


Apoſtle's Days. For the Work of the Spirit of Goy 
that was wrought then, was catried on in a Manner, 
that in very many Reſpects, was altogether new. 


There were {ſuch Things then, as neither the Jetos, 


then living, nor their Fathers, had ever ſeen or heard. 
Yea ſuch as never had been ſince the World ſtood : 
The Work was carried on with more viſible and re- 


markable Power than ever had been before; never 


were there ſeen before ſuch mighty and wonderful 


dS 


Effects of the Sparitof Gov, in ſuch ſudden Changes, 


ngagedneſs and Zeal in ſuch Multi- 


Cities and Countries ; ſuch a ſwift Progreſs, and vaſt 
Extent of the Work. * ** Wy C11) 
And we have Reaſon from Scripture Prophecy to 


ſuppoſe, chat at the Commencement of the laſt and 
- greateſt Out- pouring of the Spirit of Gop, the Man- 


ner of the Work will be very extraordinary, and ſuch 
as never has yet been ſeen; ſo that there ſhall be 
Occaſion then to ſay, as in Jai. lxvi: g. Who bath 
heard ſuch a Thing ? Who hath ſeen ſuch Things? © Shall 


the Earth be made to bring forth in one Day ? Shall a N- 


tion be born at once For as ſoon as Zion traveled, © fbe 
brought forth ber Children. It may be ne Fury 
pected that the extraordinary Manner of the 

then, will bear ſome Proportion to the very extraor- 


dinary Events, and that glorious Change in the State 
of the World, Gop will be about to bring to paſs 


, * 


by it. =. n 


9. Secondly, A Work is not to be judged of by 
any Effefs. on the Bodies of Men; ſuch as Tears, 
Trembling, Groans, loud Outcries, Agonies of Body, 
or the Failing of bozily Strength. The Influence the 


Minds of Perſons are under, is not to be judged of 


ene way or the other, whether it be from the Spirit 


of Gov or no, by ſuch Effects on the Body; and 


the Reaſon is, becauſe the Scripture no where gives 


us any ſuch Rule; We can't conclude that Perſons are 


under the Influence of the true Spirit, becauſe ws fee * 


ſuch EffeQs upon their Fodies, becauſe this is not gi- 
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your a Mark of the true Spirit: nor, on the other 


and, have we any Reaſon to conclude, from any 


ſuch outward Appearances, that Perſons are not under 


the Influence of the Spirit of Go, becauſe there ts 
no Rule of Scripture given us to judge of Spirits by, 
that does either expreſly or indirettiy exclude ſuch 
Effe cts on the Body ; nor does Reaſon exclude them. 
Tis eaſily accounted for from the Nature of divine 
and eternal Things, and the Nature of Man, and the 
Laws of the Union between Soul and Body, how'a 
true and proper Senſe of Things, ſhould have fuch Ef- 
fects on the Body, even thoſe that are of the moſt ex- 
traordinary Kind; ſuch as taking away the bodily 
Strength, or throwing the Body into great Agonies, and 
extorting loud Outcries. There are none of us but 
ſuppoſe, that the Miſery of Hell is ſo dreadful, and 


Eternity ſo vaſt, that if a Perſon ſhould have a clear 


Apprehenſion of that Miſery as it is, it would be 
more than his feeble Frame could bear; and eſpecial- 
ly, if at the ſame time he ſaw himſelf in great Danger 
of it, and to be utterly uncertain whether he ſhould 
be delivered from it, yea, and to have no Security 
from it one Day or Hour. We need not then wonder, 
that when Perſons have a very great Senſe of that 
which is ſo amazingly dreadful, and alſo a great View 
of their own Wickedneſs and Gop's Anger, Things 


ſieem to them to forebode immediate Deſtructiop. 


We ſee the Nature of Man to be ſuch; that when he 
| of ſome Calamity that is very terrible to 
him, he is ready upon every Occaſion to think” that. 


_ ww-it is coming: as when Perſons Hearts are full 
of Fear, in Time of War, they are ready to tremble 
at the Shaking of a Leaf, and to expect the Enemy 


every Minute, and to ſay within themſelves, z:ro 


ſhall be ſlain. If we / ſhould ſuppoſe that a Perſon faw 
bimſelf hanging over à great Pit, fall of fierce' and 


glowing Flames, by a Thread that be knew to be 
"oy weak, and notſudficient long to bear his Weight, 
and knew that Multitudes had beed in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances before, and that moſt of them had fallen and 
perihed; and ſaw: nothing! within Resch, that he 
could take hold of to ſave him; what „ 
SE + FRA | | e 


— 
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* 
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that any ching ſhould be ſaid in particular concern, 
ll | : | Mo ng Te, 


. | 
ke be in? How ready to think that a the Thread 
was breaking; nom ibis Minute he ſhould be ſwa!- 
lowed up in theſe Flames? And would not he be 
ready to cry out in ſuch Circumſtances ? How much 
more thoſe that ſee themſel ves in this Manner hang - 


ing over an infinitely more dreadful Pit, or held over 
it in the Hand of Goo, whom at the ſame time they 
ſee to be exceedingly provoked ? No wonder they 


are ready to expect every Moment when this angry 
Gop will let them drop; and no wonder they cry out 
of their Miſery; and no wonder that the Wrath of 
Gop, when manifeſted but a little to the Soul, over- 
bears human Strengtn. N een 

10. So it may eaſily be accounted for, how a true 
Senſe of the glorious Excelleney of the Lord jesus 


Cur1sT, and of his dying Love, ſhould be ſuch as 


to overcome the bodily Strength. We all own, that 


no Man can ſee Gop and live; and that it is but a 


very ſmall Part of that Apprehenſion of the Glory and 


Love of Car13T,, which the Saints in Heaven en- 


joy, that our preſent; Frame can bear: therefore it is 


not at all ſtrange that Gov ſhould ſometimes give his 


bei o ( bbb 
11. But ſome object againſt ſuch extraordinary Ap- 
pearances, that we have no Inſtances of them recorded 


Saints ſuch Foretaſtes of Heaven, as to diminiſh their 


in the New Teſtament. If this ſhould be allowed. 
1 ſee no Force in the Objection, ſince neither Rea, 
fon, nor any Rule of Scripture excludes ſuch Things. 


I don't know that we have any expreſs Mention in 


the New Teſtament of any Perſon's weeping, or 


Son, or ſighing, thro' Fear of Hell, or a Senſe of 
z00's Anger; but is there any body ſo fookſh as 


from hence to argue, that in whomſoever theſe things 


appear, their Convictions are not fromalie Spirit of 
God? And the Reaſon why we don't argue thus, is, 
becanſe theſe are eaſily accounted for, from what we 


know of the: Nature of Man, and from what the 


Scriptures inform us in genetal, concerning the Na- 


ture of eternal Things, and the Nature of the Con · 


victions of  Gov's Spirit; ſo that there is no Need 
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ing theſe external, . circumſtantial Effects. But tho" 
they are not. particularly recorded, yet there is great 


Reaſon to think, from the general Accounts we have, 
that it could not be otherwiſe: and that that great 
Out- pouring of the Spirit which then was, was not 


Wholly without thoſe extraordinary Effects on Perſons. 


Bodies. The Fay/er, in particular, ſeems to have 
been an Inſtance of that Nature, when be, in the 


utmoſt Diſtreſs and Amazement, came trembling, and; 


fell down before Paul and Silas : his falling down at 
If- 


that time does not appear a deſigned putting himſelf, 
into a Poſture of Supplication ;, for he ſeems nat to 
have ſaid any thing to them then; but he firſt 5r0vg f 
them out, and then he ſays to them, Sirs, what muſt 
1 ds to. be . Javed? Acts xvi. 29, 30. The P/almift 
gives Account of himſelf crying out aloud, and a yet 
ſtronger, / of a, great weakening of his Body, under. 
Convictions, and a, Senſe of the Guilt of Sin, Pſa, 
xxxii. 3, 4. I ben I lee Silence my Bones, waxed ein, 
thro my rearing, all the Day /ong.; for Day and Nigtt 
thy Hand was beavy upon Mt, My Aa ih arne to 
„ bt. of ¼— ü oo; tf ne of Fniits thin 
12. We read of the Diſciples, Matt. xiv. 26. that 


when they ſaw Cux ist coming to them in the Storm, 


and took him for ſome terxible 7 they cricd aut 
tor Fear: Why therefore ſhould. it be thought ſtrange, - 


that Perſons ſhould cry out for Fear, 1 
pears to them as their terrible Enemy, and they ſee 
- themſelves in Danger of being ſwallowed up in the 


Bottomleſs Gulph of eternal Miſery? ? 


13, It is a weak Objection, That the Impreflions 


Enthuſiaſts are under; have been wont to have a great 


 Effe# en their Bodies. That the Safer uſed to 


tremble, is no Argument that Pa, and the Taylor 


did not tremble from real Conyictions of Conſcience. 
Indeed all fuch Odjections from Effects on the Body, 
let them be greater or leſs, ſeem to be exceeding fri- 


volous ; they that argue from. hence, are going in 


| the, Dark. They know not what Ground they go 


upon, nor what Rule they go by. The Root 


| x T; and 
_ Cauſe of Things is to be looked at, and the N 175 | 
3 

are 


of the Operations and Affections that Perſons Mine 
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ſhauld not cauſe n viſible and open 
Alteration among that Todpls. 2% 13242, Aga 000") 

Surely, it is no Argument chat the Minds of per 
nt, act nor under the Inffuence of Gov's Spirit, ee. 


(10,0 


are under, Lr are to be enqu rec into; and ex- 
amined B e Rule of God's Word, and not the 
1 of the Blood and animal re 

4 'Thirdly, It is no Argument that an Operation 
5 he Minds of à People, is not the Work of the Spi- 
rit of God, Wut it orcaffons 4 gremt am, and a. great 
ge wt of Noife about Religion. For though true Religion 


does Hot delight in the Applaufe of Men, yet ſach-is 


human Nature, chattis'moral! Impoffib re ſhould 
be a great ml eneral Senden and Engagedneſs of 
Mind amongft a People, arnd/yet but Htele ſaid' or 
done that ſhould be oo Blicly bſervable; or that it 
Commotion and 


ey, are yery muck moved. For eternal 'V 
at, and'of fu ch vat Conecru; that there i great 
Aae 5 8 being but moderately - meted by 
hy hea was there ever any ſuch Thi 
ſince the Nba ſtood, as a People in general being 
Fr affected, in any Affair whatfoever, wit 
gn ar Stir ?' The ature of Man will not allow 
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h Vane” and vifble Pomp. And yet ic hal 


not bs ſet up im the World, on the Ruins of Satan's 
Kingdom, withoat' 'A mighty Change in the State of 


Things ; to the Obſervation and Affoniſhment of the 


whole World. This is declared in the Prophecies. 


of Ser and by Custer himſelf; in this 
of, fun his own. E xplanation: of thoſe: very Words 
ver. 24. Fer af the Take that lig bretb aut of on 


. Part 12555 Heavtn, weth- unt) the other Part under 


Marte, fo Ball 4%. the Sir of Min br in bir Bey. 
This is to d 


ant in be ferrtt 1 5 wheres this Event ſhould, 
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not F G Objervatibu\; + that is; not 


im Cs 157% coming to ſet up his 
Kingdom, from the coming of e Core, which he 
tells us will be in a private Manner i the Deſerts, 


„Fründe. 


be open and 1 2 the Fore the whole 2 1 


range if there in 
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like Lighening chat cannot be hid, but glares in eve 
2555 ed, mines from one Sade of ANY xd 

e other | 
Accordingly we frag, qhat,when Cuzipr) 0 Ni 
Jom came, by that remarkable pouring out of the 
8155 in the Apoltle's Days, it occaſigned a great 
Stir and. Ado eyery Where. What a mighty Oppoſi· 
tion was there in Feryſelem, on Occaſion of that great 
Effuſion of the Spirit there ĩ̃ And ſo what great Ado 
in Sameria,. Antioch, R pbeſus, Corinth, and other Places, 
The Affair filled the Wald with . gave Oc- 
caſion ta ſome to lay of the Appl 1 
turned am- eb py rg 5 A xvii ; 
16. Fourtkle, It no Argument hat an Opera» 
tion on the Minds of 2 Peopla, is not the Mork of the 
Spirit of Gon, That, many tuo are the Gale, of. its 1 


. bave great Inpr Mors on their. Jaan, That Pere 


ſons have many Impreſſions on their Im: inations, 

does nat proye ye..thar they. have nothing eſſe. It is 

eaſy to be uaceonnted for, that there. ſhould be 125 
Feat 


of this-Natare; 9 People, where 
titude of all Kinds & 


2 4 55 ig M 00 | 
engaged with intenſe Thought 
about thoſe Things that are N n 9 5 


Ss @© 


invikble, withaut a Degree of laa 
appeal to any Man, Whether he is 
Thoughts on Chriſt, ar the Things of ang; 


able, EA 


without! imaginary Ideas _— bis N. 


And the more 


the Mind is, da e bvel * ny 


and ſtreng will the imaginary Idea ordinarily, be 


2 when the Contemplation i cb ay” with any | 
thing Surpriae. As when the View a Pe N | 
neu, and takes ſirong hold of the Paſſioas, either Fear 
ox a and —— the Change is ſadden, from a.con- . 
traty Extreme, as frum that which was extremely 
dreadful, to that which4s extremely See An 


it is o Wonder that many Perſons don't, well. diſtin. 


guiltbetween that which is imaginary, and that which 
is intellectual and ſpiritual; and that they are apt to 
lay too much Weight on the 3 any. ac Part, and 2 | 
4 * 1 F 


ld not D ugs 


p 25 
(12) | 
yu (ny to ſpeak of bat in the Acconnt they give 
bf their Experiences, eſpecially Perſons of leſs Un- 
derſtanding. ine an 
17. As Gop has given us ſuch a Faculty as the 
Imagination, and has ſo made us, that we can't think 
of Things ſpiritual and inviſible, without ſome Exer- 
ciſe of this Faculty, ſo it appears to me, that this is 
really helpful to the ether Faculties of the Mind, 
1 when a proper Uſe is made of it, tho often, when 
1 the Imagination is ſtrong, and the other Faculties 
_ weak, it over bears them. And it appears to me ma- 
nifeſt in many Inſtances, that'Gov hath made-Uſe of 
this Faculty to truly divine Purpoſes; eſpecially in 
ſome that are more ignorant: he ſeems to - conde- 
feend to their Circumſtances, and deal with them as 
Babes; as-of old he en his en _ ina 
State of Ignarance and Minority, by Tipes and out-. 
ward Reprefentations. I 2 nothing unreaſon- 
able in ſuch a Suppoſition. Let others that have 
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4 b 1. 2 The. i. 9. 1 Theſe, i. 7. By which it ü 
4 appears, that Example is one of Gop's Means; and 4 
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Wl. certainly it is no Argument that a Work is not the 4 
9 Work of Gob, that Gov's own Means are made Uſe 4 
4 s 5444 a r : a . v 
4 of to effect it. e n „ IIs © 4 
10 Nane rem enen 445 < 
1 N — & F | 
) var RB » 
* 2 * | a ” | ; * 


do enlighten their Minds. But the 


(13) 
* 19. And as this is a ſcriptural Way of carrying on 
Goy's Work, fo it is a. regſenable Way. It is no Ar- 


-  gument that Men are not influenced by Reaſon, that 


they are influenced by Example. This Way of Per- 
ſons holding forth Truth to one another, has a Ten- 
dency to enlighten the Mind, and to convince Rea- 
ſon. None will deny, but that for Perſons to ſignify 
Things one to another &y Words, may rationally tend 

' thy Thing may 
be fignified by Actions, and that more fully and effectu- 
ally. Words are of no Uſe but as they convey our 
Ideas to others; and this, Actions, in ſome Caſes, 
may do more fully, There is a Language in Actions; 


and in ſome Caſes, much more clear and convincing 


than in Words. 


It is therefore no Argument againſt the Goodneſs 
of the Effect, that one affects and ſtirs up another; 
or that Perſons are greatly affected by ſeeing others 
ſo; yea, tho' the Impreſſion that is made upon them 
Mould be only by ſeeing the Tokens of extraordinary 
Affection in others, without hearing them ſay one 
Word. There may be a Langua efafficient in their 
Behaviour only, to convey their Minds to others, and 
to ſignify to them the ſenſe of Things they have, more 
than can poſſibly be done by Words. If a Perſon ſhould 
fee another mar ſome extreme bodily Torment, he 
might receive. much more convincing Evidence what 
he ſuffered, by his Actions in his Miſery, than he 
could do by the Words of a Relator. In like manner, 
he might receive a greater Idea of any thing that is 
delightful, from the fehaviour of one that is in actual 


 * Enjoyment, than by the Narration of another. I 
dieſire this Matter may be examined by the ſtricteſt 


Reaſon, 5 c | 

- 20. There never yet was a great Revival of Re- 
Jigion, but that Example had a main Hand in it. So it 
was in the Time of the Reformation, and ſo it evi- 


_ dently was in that great Out. pouring of the Spirit that 


was in the Apoſtle's Days, in Feru/a/em, and Samaria, 
and Epheſus, and other Parts of the World; as will 
be moſt manifeſt to any one that attends to the Ac- 


counts we have in Rn of the Apaſtles: as in thoſe 


Days 
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Days one perſon was moved by another, ſo one City 
or Town was influenced by the Example of another, 
1 T. i. 7, 8. So that ye were Enſamples to all that 


Believe in Macedonia and Achaia, for from you ſounded out 


the Word of the Lord, not only in Macedonia and Achia, but 
> in every Place your Faith to God-ward is ſpread 4- 

road, . — 0 1 ; 955 | 
And it is foretold, that the Work of Gop ſhould 
be carried on very much by this Means, in the laſt 


great Out-pouring of the Spirit, that ſhould introduce 


the glorious Day of the Church, ſo often ſpoken of in 


Scripture, Zech. viii. 21, 22, 23. And the Inhabitants 


of one City ſhall go to another, ſaying, Let us go ſpeedil 
- pray befire the Lord, and to 1 the Lord of Hits ; T 
will go alſo, Yea many People, and ſtrong Nations ſtall 
come "to ſeek the Lord of Hoſts in Feruſalem, and to pray 
before the Lord. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, in thoſe 
Days it ſhall come to paſs, that ten Men ſhall take beld, 
out of all Languages of the Nations, even ſball take hold of 


the Shirt of him that is a Few, ſaying, We will go with 


you, for we have heard that GOD is with your 3 

21. Sixthly, It is no Sign that a Work that is 
wro:zht amongſt a People is not from the Spirit of 
Gop, That many that ſeem to be the Subjects of it, are 
guilty of great Imprudences and Irregularities in their 
Cindudl It is no Wonder at all, that in a mixt Mul- 
titude of all Sorts, wiſe and unwiſe, young and old, 


| who are under ſtrong Impreſſions of Mind, there arg 


many that behave themſelves imptudently. There 
are but few that know how to conduct them under 
vehement Affections of any kind; to do ſo require 
a great deal of Diſcretion, and Strength and Steadi- 


neſs of Mind. A thouſand Imprudences won't 8 


a Work not to be the Work of the Spirit of Gop; 
yea, if there be not only Imprudences, but many 


Things prevailing that are irregular, and really con- 


trary to the Rules of God's holy Word. That jt 
ſhould be thus may be well accounted for from the 
exceeding Weakneſs of human Nature, together wi 


the remaining Darkneſs and Corruption of thoſe that 
are yot the Shi of the laving Togugares of Ken 


Spirit. Mook ow ve ©5330 ; 


4 * 


rr 


Operations, or for Want of making due Allowance 


EO 

We have a remarkable Inſtance in the New Teſta- 
ment, of a People that partook largely of that great 
Effuſion of the Coirit, among whom there neverthe- 
leſs abounded Imprudences and great Irregularities ; 
and that is the Corinthians, There is comm any 
Church more celebrated in the New Teſtament for 
being bleſſed with large Meaſures of the Spirit of 
Gop ; yet what manifold Impradences, yea finful 
Irregularities, and ſtrange Confuſion did they run in- 
to, at the Lord's Supper, in other Parts of public 
Worſhip, in Contention about their Teachers, and 
even in the Exerciſe of their extraordinary Gifts, tho" 
they ſpake and ated by the immediate Inſpiration of 
the Spirit of Goo. 
22. Nay, if we ſee great Imprudences, and even 
finful Irregularities in ſome that are employed as great 
Inſtruments to carry on the Work, it won't prove it 


not to be the Work of God. The N Peter him- 


ſelf, one of the chief Inſtruments of ſetting up the 


Chhriſtian Church in the World, when he was actu- 
ally engaged in this Work, was guilty of a great and 


finful Error in his Conduct; of which the Apoſtle 
Paul ſpeaks, Gal. ii. 11, 12, 13. But when Peter was 


come to Antioch, I withſlood him ta the Face, becauſe 


be was to be blamed. For before that certain came 


from Janes, be did eat. with the Gentiles, but when 


they were come, be withdrew, and ſeparated himſelf, 
fearing them that were of the Cirtumcifion : and the 


. other Jews diſſembled likewiſe with him; inſomuch that 


Barnabas alſo was carried away with their Diſſimulation. 
Now if the great Pillar of the Chriſtian Church was 
ilty of ſach an Irregularny, is it any Wonder if o- 
ther leſſer Inftruments ſhould be guilty of many Irre- 
1 3 ; 
23. And here in particular, it is no Evidence that 
# Work is not the Wark of God, if many that are 
the Subjects of it, or Inſtruments to carry it on, are 
guilty of too great a Forwardneſs u cenſure others as 
urrconverted, either not duly apprehending the Lati- 
tude the Spirit of Gop uſes in the Methods of bis 


for 


(616) 


for that Infirmity and Corruption that may be left in 
the Hearts of true Believers. 

It is obſervable that there never was a Time of 
grout Reformation, a Spirit of Zeal in the Church of 

ob, but that it has been attended with Irregularity, 
running out ſome Way or other into an undue Seve- 
rity. Thus in the Apoſtle's Days, a great deal of 


Zeal was ſpent about unclean Meats, both Parties 


condemning one another, while St. Pau had Charity 
for both: He that eats, ſays he, to the Lord he tats, 
and giveth God Thanks ; and he that eateth not, to the 
Lord he eateth not, and giveth God Thanks. So in the, 
Church of Corinth, they had got into a Way of ex- 


tolling ſome Miniſters, and cenſuring others, and 


were puffed up for one againſt another : but yet theſe 
Things were no Sign that the Work then carried on, 
was not the Work of Gop, After this, when Reli- 

ion was ſtill flouriſhing in the World, and a Spirit 
of eminent Holineſs prevailed, the Zeal of Chriſtians 
run out into a very improper Severity, in the Exerciſe 
of Church Diſcipline towards Delinquents. And in 


that glorious Revival of Religion, in the Time of the 
Reformation, Zeal in many Inſtances appeared in a 


very improper Severity, and even a Degree of Perſe - 
cution. Yea in ſome of the moſt eminent Reformers ; 
as in the great Calvin in particular: and many were 


_ guilty of ſexerely cenſuring others that differed from 


them in Opinion. 


24. Seventhly, nor are many Errors in Fuck ment, | 


and ſame Delufions of Satan intermixed with the Work, 
any Argument that the Work in general is not the 
Work of the Spirit of Gov. If many Delufions of 
Satan appear at the ſame Time that a great religious. 
Concern prevails, it is not an Argument. that the 


Work in general js not the Work of God, any more 
than it was an Argument in Bas that there were no. 
y the Hand of Gop,. 


true Miracles wrought there, 
becauſe Tanne and Fanbre wrought falſe Miracles at 
the ſame Time by 


Things 


\ 


e Hand of the Devil. Yea, the 
ſame Perſons may be the Subjects of much of the 
' Influences of the Spirit of Cob, and yet in ſome; 


„eee, 

Things be led away by the Deluſion of the Devil. 
And this is no more a Paradox than many other 
Things that are true of real Believers, in the preſent 
State, where Grace dwells with ſo much Corruption 
remaining for a While together in the ſame Heart. 
many good Men have undoubtedly, in this and other 
Ages, expoſed themſelves to grievous Deluſions, by an 
Aptnefs to lay too much Weight on Impulſes and Im- 
preſſions, as if they were immediate Revelations from 
* Gov, fo fignity ſomething future, or to direct them. 

where to go, and what to do. 
25. Eighthly, if ſome all away into groſs. Errors, 
er ſcandalous Practices, it is no Argument that the 
Work in general is not the Work of the Spirit of 
Gop. That there are ſome Counterfeits is no Argu- 
ment that nothing is true ; ſuch Things are always 
expected in a Time of Reformation. If we look into 
Church Hiſtory, we ſnall find no Inſtance of a great Re- 
15 vival of Religion, but what has been attended with 


— 


9 bo » CL. „ 


7 7 


ſe many ſuch Things: inſtances of this Nature in the 
in Apoſtle's Days were innumerable, both of thoſe that 
le | fell away into groſs Hereſies, and alſo vile Practices. 
a And they were not only private Chriſtians, but Teach- 
2 © ers and Officers, and eminent Perſons in the Chriſtian 
T4 Church; and ſome whom Gov had endowed witk 
re miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. ; 

m An Inftance of this Nature was Nicolas, one of the 

* even Deacons, who was looked upon by the Chriſ- 

"a dans in Feriſalem, as a Man full of: the Holy Ghoſt, 
+, and was choſen out of the: Multitude of Chriſtians to 
he that Office, for that Reaſon; as you may ſee in A. 
of vi. 3, 5. yet he afterwards fell away, and became the 
us. Head of a. Sect of vile Heretics, of groſs Practices, 
he called from his Name the Se& of the Nzco/aitans. 
Tre . Rev. ii. 6, and IS. | K 
no So in the Time of the Reformation from Popery, 
'D,. how great was the Number of thoſe that for 4 while 
at ſeemed to join with the Reformers, that fell away in- 
the. to the groſſeſt and moſt abſurd Errors and abominable 
the- Practices? 77 5 0 
me And it is particularly obſervable, that in Times of 
_ great pouring out of me Spirit to revive Religion 50 
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the World, a Number of thoſe that for a while ſeem⸗- 


ed to partake in it, have fallen off into whimſical and 


extravagant Errors, boaſting of high Degrees, of Spi- 


rituality, and condemning others as carnal. ' Thus it 
was with the Gnaſtics in the Apoſtles Times; and thus 
it was with the-ſeveral Sects of Anababtiſis in the Time 
of the Reformation. And ſome of the Leaders of thoſe 
wild Enthuſiaſts, had been for a while highly eſteem' d 
by the firſt Reformers. . * | 
And ſo in the Beginning of New-Eng/and, when 
vital Piety flouriſhed, ſuch Things as theſe broke out; 


Therefore the Devil's ſowing ſuch Tares is no Proof 


that a true Work of the Spirit of Goo is not carried 
„„ eu 5 N 
26. Ninethly, It is no Argument that a Work is not 


from the Spirit of Gop, That is it promated by Minifters 


igſiſting very much on the Terrors of God's holy Law, -and 
that with a great deal Pathos and Earnefineſs. If there 


be really a Hell of dreadful and never-ending Tor- 


ments, which Multitues are in great Danger of, and 
which the bigger Part of Men in Chriltian Coun- 
tries do aftually from Generation to Generation fall 


into, for Want of a Senſe of the Terribleneſs of it, 


and their Danger, and ſo for Want of taking due Care 


to avoid it; then why is it not-proper- for thoſe that 


have the Care of Souls to take great Pains to make 
Men ſenfible of it? why ſhould not they be told as 
much of the Truth as can be? if Tam in Danger of 
going to Hell, I ſhould be glad to know as much as 


poſſible I can of the Dreadfulneſs of it: If I am very 
| ne to negle due Care to avoid it, he does me the 


Kindneſs, that does moſt to repreſent to me the 


Truth of the Caſe, that ſets forth my Miſery and Dans 


ger in the livelieſt Manner. Ie t ee 

I appeal to every one here, whether this is not the 
very Courſe they would take in caſe of any great tem- 
porary: Calamity ? if any of you that are Heads of 
Families ſaw one of your Children in an Houſe that 
was all on Fire, that ſeemed inſenſible of its Danger, 


and neglected to eſcape, after you had ofen called to 
it, would you go on to ſpeak in a cold and indifferent 
Manner? would not you cry aloud, and n | 
12 | . oa - 8 


wen e Gere eee? 
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the Danger it was in, and the Folly in delaying; in 
the moſt lively Manner you was capable of? if 

_ ſhould continue to ſpeak to it only in a cold Manner, 
as you are wont to do in ordinary Converſation about 


you 


ind fferent Matters, would. not thoſe about you begin- 
to think you were bereft of Reaſon: yourſelf ? I is 
not the Way of Mankind, in temporal Affairs of 
great Moment, that require earneſt Heed and great 


Haſte, to ſpeak to others of their Danger, and warn 
them but a little; and when they do it at all, in + + 
cold indifferent Manner: nature teaches Men ather- _ 


wiſe. If then we that have the- Care of Souls, knew 


what Hell was, had ſeen the State of the Damned; 


or by any other Means, became ſenſible how dread- 
ful their Caſe was; and at the fame Time knew that 


the: bigger Part of Men. went thither, and ſaw our 


Hearers in iminent Danger, and yet inſenſible of 
their Danger, it would be morally impoſſible for us 


to avoid moſt earneſtly ſetting before them the Dread 


fulneſs of that Miſery' they were in Danger of, and 
warning them to fly from it. | 


27. When Miniſters preach of Hell, and warn Sin 
ners to avoid-it,: in a cold Manner, the' they may ſay 


in Words that it is infinitely terrible; yet (if we look 
on-Language as a Communication of our Minds to 
others) they contradict themſelves ; for Actions, as I 
obſerved before, have a Language as well as Words: 
And at the ſame time that ſuch a Preachers Words 


repreſent the Sinner's State as infinitely dreadful, if 


his Behaviour and manner of ſpeaking contradict it, 


he defeats his own Purpoſe ; for the Language of his 
Actions, is much more effectual than the bare Signifi- 


cation of his Words. 


Not that I think the Law only. ſhould be preached : 


Miniſters may-preach other Things too little. The 


. Goſpel is to be preached as well as the Law, and the 
Law is to be preached only to make Way for the Goſ- 


pel. So that a Miniſter ought not to infiſt ſo much on 
the Terrors of the Law, as to forget his End, and 


neglect to preach the Goſpel. But yet the Law is ver 
much to be inſiſted on, and the preaching of the Gol. | 


pel is like to be in vain without łilt.. 
2 Act Indeed 
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Indeed ſome talk. of it as an unreaſonable Thing 
to think to fright Perſons to Heaven, But I think it 
is a , reaſonable Thing to endeavour to fright Perſons: 


away from Hell, that ſtand upon the Brink of it, and 
are juſt ready to fall inta it, and are ſenſeleſs of their 
Panger. It is a reaſonable Thing to fright a Perſon: 
out of an: Houſe on Fire. The Word Fright is com- 
monly uſed for. ſudden, cauſeleſs Fear, or groundleſs 
Surprize; but ſurely a juſt Fear, that there is good. 
Reaſon for, tho' it be very great, is not to be ſpoken 
againſt under any ſuch Name. 

28. Having thus ſhown, in ſome Inſtances, what are 
not Evidences that a Work wrought among a People, 
is not a Work of the Spirit of God, | 

I proceed in the Second Place, to ſhew poſitively; 

what are the ſure, 3 Scripture Evidences 
the Spirit of. Gp, by which 

we may proceed in judging of any Operation we find 


in ourſelves, or ſee among a People, without Danger 


of being miſled. 


And in this, as I ſaid before, I ſhall confine myſelf 


wholly to-thoſe Marks which are given by the Apoſtle: 
in this Chapter, where this Matter is particularly 
handled, and more plaiely-and fully than any where 


_ elſe in the Bible. And in ſpeaking to theſe Marks, I 


ſhall take them in the Order in which I find them in 
the Chapter. | „ 5 ont 
Firſt, when that Spirit that is at Work amongſt a 
People is obſerved to raiſe their Eſteem of that Jzsvs 
that was born of the Virgin, and was crucified with- 
out the Gates of Jerusalem; and to confirm their. 
Minds in the Truth of what the Goſpel declares, . 
of his being the Son of Gov, and the Saviour of 
Menz it is a ſure Sign that that Spirit is of Gop. This 


Sign the Apoſtle gives us in the zd and zd Verſes. 


Hwy know ye the Spirit of Gd; every Spirit that: con- 
fefſeth that Feſus Chriſt is come in the. Fleſh, is of God; 
aud every Spirit that confeſſath not that Je us Cöriſt is 
come in the Hleſb, is nat of God.. This implies a confeſſing 
not only that there was ſuch a Perſon who did and 
ſuffered thoſe Things that are recorded of. him, but 


| that that Perſon was CurisT, i. e. the Son of Gov, the 


/ Anointed: 


i es ned aA. S SN. S- 8 * 
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-Anvinted of Gov to be Lord and Saviour. That thus 


much is implied, is confirmed by the 15th Verſe, 


| Where the Apoſtle is ſtill on the ſame Subject of Signs, 


of the true Spirit: Whoſoever ſpall confeſs that Jeſus 
y Soy San of God, God deoeileth in bim, and be in 

And it is to be obſerved that the Word cnſ7/s, as 
it is often uſed in the New Teſtament, ſignifies more 
than merely allowing: It implies an Eſtabliſhing a. . 
Thing by Teftimony, and declaring it with Eſteem 
and Affection; ſo Matt. x. 32. Whojoever ſball confeſs 
me before Men, him will I confeſs before my Father which, 
is in Heaven, Rom. xvi. g. Iwill confi)s to thee amorg 
the Gentiles, and fing unto thy Name. And Phil, ii 11. 
That every Tongue may conf:/s that Feſus Chrift is Lord, 
to the Glory of God the Father. And that this is the 
Force of the Expreſſion here, is confirmed by that 
other Place in the ſame Epiſtle, in the next Chapter, 
at the 1ſt Verſe, Whoſeever believeth that Feſus is the 
Chriſt, is born of God; and every one that loveth him 


that begat, loveth bim alſo that is begotten of him, And 


by that parallel Place of the Apoſtle Paul, where we 
have the ſame Rule given to diſtinguiſh the true 
Spirit from all Counterfeits, 1 Cor. xii. 3. Where- 


fre I give you 67 underſtind, that no Man ſpeaking. 


by the Spirit of God, calleth Fiſus accunſed, (or will 
ſhew an ill or mean Eſteem of him) ard that no 
2 can ſay that Jeſus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghoſt, | 

So that if the Spirit which is at work among a 
People, is plainly obſerved to work after that Man- 
ner, as to convince them of CuRISsT, and lead them 
to Cur 18T ; to confirm their Minds in the Belief that 
he is the Son of Gop, and was ſent of God to ſave 
Sinners, and that he is the only Saviour, and that they 
ſtand in great Need of him; and to beget in them. 
higher Thoughts of him than they uſed to have, and 
to incline their Affections more to him; it is a ſure 
Sign that it is the true and right Spirit. 4; 

29. But the Words of the Apoſtle are remarkable; 
the Perſon the Spirit gives Teſtimony to, and to whom 
he raiſes their Eſteem, muſt be that Jesus tha? — 2 

1 W | Feare 
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feared in the Fleſb, and not another Cyr1sr in his 
Stead ; nor any myſtical, fantaſtical Cas ISH within, 
which diminiſhes their Eſteem of, and Dependance 
upon an outwrrd CHRIST, or Jesus as he came in the 
Fleſh, and leads them off from him. But the Spirit 
that gives Teſtimony for that Jesvs, and leads to him, 
can be no other than the Spirit of Go. 

The Devil has the moſt bitter and implacable En- 
mity againſt that Perſon, eſpecially in his Character of 
the Saviour of Men. He mortally hates the Doctrine 


of his Redemption; he never would go about to be- 


get in Men more honourable Thoughts of him, and 
ſo to incline them more to fear him, and -lay greater 


Weight on his Inſtructions and Commands. The Spi- 
rit that inclines Mens Hearts to the Seed of the Wo- 


man, is not the Spirit of the Serpent. He that heigh- 
tens Mens Eſteem of the glorious Michael, that Prince 
of the Angels, is not the Spirit of the Dragon that is at 
War with him. 5 740 Fs 
30. Secondly, When the Spirit that is at work ope- 
rates againſt the Intereſt of Satan's Kingdom, whic9 lies 


in (labliſhing Sin, and cherifbing Mens worldly Lufts ; 


this is a ſure Sign that it is a true, and not a falſe Spi- 
rit. This Sign is given in the 4th and 5th Verſes: 77 
are of God, little Children, and have overcome them ; be- 
cau/e greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the 


Herd. They are of the Merl, therefore ſpeak they of 


the World, and the World heareth them: Here it is 
evident the Apoſtle is ſtill comparing thoſe that are 
influenced by the two oppoſite Kind of Spirits, the 
true and the falfe, and ſhewing- the Difference; the 
one are of Gop, and overcome the Spirit of the 
World; the other are of the World, and ſpeak and 


ſavour the Things of the World. The Spirit of the 


Devil is here called. He hat is in the World. ChRISH 


| ſays, My Kingdom is not of this World. But it is other- 
wiſe with Satan's Kingdom ß he is the Grd of this 


World. 72 


What the Apoſtle means by ie World,” or the 
Things of the War 1d, *'we learn by his own Words, in 
the 2d Chapter. Love not © the World, neither the 
Things that are in the World: if any Man love the World, 


the 


(23) 
the Love of the Father is not in him: , for all that is in 
the World, the Luft of the Flo, and the Luft of the 
Eyes, and the Pride of Life, is not of the Father, but is 


ef the World. So that by the World the Apoſtle evi- 


dently means every thing that appertains to Sin, all 
the Corruptions and Luſts of Men, and all thoſe Acts 
and Objects by which they are gratified. In theſe 
Things lies the Intereſt of his Kingdom, whois the 
Spirit that is in the Weirld, ; "ES 2%. - 
So that me may ſafely determine, the Spirit which 
works after ſuch a Manner, as to leſſen Mens Eſteem 
of the Pleaſures, Profits and Honours of the World, 
to take off their Hearts from theſe Things; and to 
engage them in a deep Concern about eternal Happi- 
neis; which puts them upon earneſt ſeeking the King - 
dom of Gop and his Righteouſneſs, and convinces 
them of the Dreadfulneſs of Sin; I ſay, the Spirit that 
operates after ſuch a Manner, muſt needs be the Spirit 
of Go. e | | 
It is not to be ſuppoſed that Satan would go about 
to convince Men of Sin, and awaken the Conſcience. 
It can no Way ſerve his End, to make the Candle of 


the Lord ſhine the brighter, and to open the Mouth 


of that Vicegerent of Gop in the Soul: Would the 
Devil, when he is about to eſtabliſh Men in Sin, wa- 
ken the Conſcience to ſee the Dreadfulneſs of it, 
make them exceedingly ſenſible of their Miſery by 
Reaſon of their paſt Sins, and their great Need of 
Deliverance from the Guilt of them, and more care- 
ful, inquiſitive and watchful to diſcern what is finful, 
and to avoid future Sins ; and ſo more afraid of the 
Devil's Temptations, and careful to guard againſt them? 
what do thoſe Men do with their Reaſon, who ſuppoſe 
that.the Spirit that operates thus, is the Spirit of the 
Devil? . | 1 e 
31. Poſñibly ſome may ſay, that the Devil may 
awaken Mens Conſciences to deceive them, and make 
them think they are of Gop, While they are indeed 
in the Gall of Bitterneſs. But to this it may be re- 
plied, that the Man that has an awakened Conſci- 
enge is the leaſt likely to be deceived of any Man 12 


I 
' 
=y, 
0 
' 
. 
4 * 
= | 
'"% 
' 
— 
o 
| 1 
| 4 
4 
* 
"i 0 
1 
o 
47 
ö 5 
37 ; 
. 


— — . 
> NE * : 8 
—— —— << . — * * 


j—I— 9 ——— » ß - 
. . 
! 4 


_— - - 2 
2 AC - > „ 
- 8 — A ww * . + (a 
——— — — ã4 ˙ꝰ˙.U EEE... a i — 
ww ns AU ae ů —— 


— we — — 


Py 
— — 


— — — — _ p - - — 
, - - ”"- - 
2 > . 4 — 9 2 
"T a> . 5 1 _ — 0 * 
4 8 _ A - - 
EE ——ů — mm tn — — ̃ TT ˙ n A I_ LS 
—— PH — Do iT OA 
* - 


1 


— - 


»# 
* : 
* U 
90 
9 


(24) 
the World: it is the drowſy, inſenſible, ſtupid Con” 
ſcience, that is moſt eaſily blinded. The more ſen- 
fible Conſcience is in a diſeaſed Soul, the leſs eaſily is 
it quieted without a real —_— The more ſenſible 


Conſcience is made of the Dreadfulneſs of Sin, and of 
the Greatneſs of a Man's own Guilt, the leſs likely is 
he to reſt in his own Righteouſneſs, or to be pacified 
with Shadows. A Man that has been thoroughly ter- 
rified with a Senſe of his Danger and Miſery, 1s not 
eaſily flattered and made to believe himſelf ſafe, with- 
out good Grounds. 

To awaken Conſcience, and convince of the Evil of 
Sin, cannot then tend to eſtabliſh Sin, but certainly 
tends to make way for Sin and Satan's being caſt our. 
Therefore this is a good Argument that the Spirit that 
operates thus, can't be the Spirit of the Devil; if 
CaxrisT knew how to argue, who told the Phariſees, . 
that ſuppoſed the Spirit he wrought-by, was the Spi- 
rit of the Devil, that Satan would not caſt out Satan, 
Matt. xii. 25, 26. | | 2 
And therefore, if we ſee Perſons made ſenſible of 
the dreadful Nature of Sin, and of the Diſpleaſure of 
Gov againſt it, earneſtly concerned for their eternal 
Salvation, ſenſible of their Need of Gop's Help, and 
engaged to ſeek it in the Uſe of the Means that Gop 
has appointed, we may certainly conclude this is from 
the Spirit of Gop ; whatever Effects this concern has 
on their Bodies; tho' it cauſes them to cry out alond, 
or to ſhriek, or to faint, or tho? it throws them into 
Convulſions, or whatever other Way the Blood and 
Spirits are moved. ah 0 * 
The Influence of the Spirit of Gov is yet more a- 

bundantly manifeſt, if Perfons have their Hearts 4ramn 
of from the World; and wean d from the Objects of 
their worldly Luſts, and taken off from worldly Pur- 
ſuits, by the Senſe they have of the Excellency of di- 
vine Things, aud the Effection they have to thoſe ſpi- 

ritual Enjoyments of another World, that are I 
in the Goſpel. . an TE | . 

32. Thirdly, That Spirit which operates in ſuch 
a Manner, as to cauſe in Mir a greater Regari . 
why te 


* 


dline Perſons to | 
To the Law and to the Teflimony, is never the Cry of 


Power to extinguiſh _ Light, and to draw Men off 


(ds 3. 


| the Holy Scriptures, and eftabliſher them more in their 


Truth and Divinity, is certainly the Spirit of God. 
This Rule the Apoſtle gives us in the 6th Verſe : 

We: are of GOD, be ' that knoweth GOD heareth us : 
He that is not of GOD, heareth not us: Hereby know 
we the Spirit of Truth, and the Spirit of | Error. Ve 
are of GOD ; that is, We the Apoſtles, are ſent 
« forth of Gop, and apointed of him, to teach the 
« World, and to deliver that Doctrine, thoſe - In- 

« ſtructions that are to be their Rule; therefore be 
c that knoweth | GOD, heareth us, &c.”" ——— The A- 
poſtle's Argument in the Verſe equally reaches. all that 
in the ſame Senſe are of GOD, that 1s, all thoſe 


whom Gop- appointed to deliver to his Church its 


Rule of Faith and Practice; all the Prophets and A- 
poſtles, whoſe Doctrine Gop has made the Founda- 


tion on which he has built his Church. The Devil 
Wever would go about to beget in Perſons a, Regard 


to that divine Word, which Gop hath given to be 

the great and ſtanding Rule for the Direction of his 

Church in all Ages. A Spirit of Deluſion won't in- 
Tock Direction at the Mouth of Gop 


thoſe evil Spirits that babe no Light in them, It is 


| Gov's own Direction to diſcover their Deluſions, 7. 
viii. 19. 20. Au when they ſhall ſay auto yon, Seck 


unto them that have familiar Spirit:. To the Lats, 


and to the Teſtimony: if they ſpeak not according to this 
Word, it is becau/e 4 is no Light in them. The 


Devil don't ſay the ſame as 4rabam did, They hare 
Moſes and. the Prophets, let them bear them : nor the 


ſame that the Voice from Heaven did concerning 
Cuxisr, Hear ye bim. Would the Spirit of Error, in 
order to deceive Men, beget in them an high Opini- 
on of the infallible Rule, and incline them to think 


much of it, and be very converſant with it? would 


the Prince of Darkneſs, in order to promote his King- 
dom of Darkneſs, lead Men to the Sun ? the Devil 


has ever ſhown a mortal Hatred towards that holy 


Book, the Bible : he has done all that has been in his 


from 
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from it: he knows that i i tht Light by which kÞ 


Kingdom of Darkneſs is w be ov own, He has 
had for many Ages of its Power to de- 
feat his Purpoſes, and baffle his Defigns : it is his 
conſtant Plague : it is the main Weapon which Mi- 


2 uſes in his War with him: it is the Sword of 


pirit that pierces him, and conquers him: it 1s 

that gr, and fore and firong Sword, with which GoÞp 
punibes Leviathon, that crooked: Serpent. It is that 
Marp Sword that we read of, Rev: xix. 15. that r 
4 out of the Mouth of bim that ſat on the Horſe, 


with which he ſmites his Enemies. Every Text is a 


Dart to torment the old Serpent: he has felt the 
Kinging Smart thouſands of Limes; therefore he is 
7 ainſt the Bible, and hates every Word in 
it erefore we may be ſure that he never will 
5 — to raiſe Perſons Eſteem of it, or Affection 
to it And accordingly we ſee it to be common in En- 
thuſiaſts, to depreciate this written Rule, and ſet up 
fome other Rule above it. 

33. Fourthly, Another Rule to judge of Spirits 


may be drawn from thoſe 23 gi- 
gen to the two oppoſite Spirits, in the Words of 


rits. And therefore, if we fee that a Spirit operates 
as a Spirit of Travh, leading Perſons to Trath, con- 
vineing them of thoſe Things that are true, we 
may fafely determine it is a right and true Spirit, As 
for Inſtance, if we obſerve that the Spirit which is at 


Work, makes Men more ſenſible than they uſed to be, 


that there is a Gov, and that he is a great Gop, and 
a juſt Gop ; and make them more to realize it, that 
they muſt die, that Life is ſhort, and very uncer- 
tain ; that there is another World ; that they have 
immortal Souls, and that they muſt give Account of 
themſelves to Gop ; if it convinces them that they are 


they are helpleſs in themſelves.; and confirms. them 


in ther things on e ugecabe i found Bad. 


Py 


the 6th Verſe, The SyinrT or TaUTH, and the 8ri- 
*I or EMA. -Theſe Words exhibit the two.op- 
poſite Characters of the Spirit of God, and other Spi- 


finful by Nature and Practice: and that 


4 
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7» the Spirit that works thus, operates as a Spirit of 


* Teath: he repreſents things as they are indeed: he 
* brings Men to the Light 3 and we may conclude, that 
 » It is not the Spirit of Darkneſs that doth thus di/cover 

and make maniſe the Truth. | 


34. Fifthly, If the Spirit that is at work among a 
People operates as a Spirit of Love to GOD and Man, 
it is a ſure Sign that it is the Spirit of Gop. This Sign 
the Apoſtle inſiſts upon from the 6th Verſe to the End 
of the Chapter: Beloved, let us /ove one another; © for 
Love is of GOD, d every one that loveth is born of 
GOD, and kneweth GOD : ke that loveth not, knoweth 
zo: GOD, for GOD is Love, &c. Here it is evident, 
that the Apoſte is ſtill comparing thoſe two ſorts of 
Perſons that are influenced by the oppoſite kinds of 
Spirits; and mentions Love as a Mark by which 
we know who has the true Spirit: this - 
' 3 eſpecially evident by the 12th and 13th Verſes, 

we iber one another, G O D drvelleth in ms,. and is © 
is perfaced in us + bereby know we thut we dwell 
| in bim, and he in us, becauſe be bath given us of 
Sis Spirit. Tn theſe Verſes Lone is ſpoken oß as if it 
were that wherein the very Nature of the Holy Spi- 
rit conſiſted; or, as if divine Love dwelling in us, 
and the Spirit of Gop dwelling in us, were the ſame 
Thing; as it is alſo in the two laſt Verſes of the fore- 
1 and in the 16th Verſe of this. There 
pre this laſt Mark he ſeems to ſpeak of as the moſt 
eminent; and ſo inſiſts much . | 
than upon all the ret 3 and ſpeaks expreſly of both 
Love to God and Men; of Love to Men, in the 7th, 
41th, and z2zth Verſes; and of Zove to CO D, in the 
17th, 18th and z9th Verſes ; and of both together, 
in the two laſt Verſes ; and of Love o Men, as arifing 
from Love to GO N, in theſe two laſt Veries, \ 
Therefore, when the Spirit that is at work amongft 
u People, works in them = delightful Senſe of the Ex- 
of Js Cn ir ; repreſenting him as the 
Chief among ten thouſand, altogether lovely, and 
makes him precious to the Soul; winning and draw- 
ing the Heart with the wonderful, free Love of Gov 
1 | | in 
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in giving his only begotten Son to die for us, and the 
wonderful dying Love of Cur1sT to us, who had no 
Love to him, but were his Enemies, as ver. g, 10. 
In this was manif:fied the Love of GOD towards ut, 
becauſe that GOD ſent his only begotton Son into the 
World, that we might live through him. Herein is 
Lene; not that we loved GOD, but that he loved us, 
and ſent his Son to be the Propitiation fir our $ ns. And 
ver. 16. And we have known, and believed the Love 
tbat GOD hath to us, And ver. 19. We love bim, 
becauſe be firft loved us: When the Spirit excites to 
Love on theſe Motives, and makes the Soul to lon 
after Gop and CuxisT, and to live ſo as to pleaſe 
and honour them; and alſo quells Contentions among 
Men, and gives a Spirit of Peace and Good-will, ex- 
cites to Acts of outward Kindneſs, and earneſt De- 
fires of the Salvation of others Souls; and cauſes a 
Delight in thoſe that appear as the Children of Gop, 
and 83 of CurisT : I ſay, when a Spirit ope- 

rates after this Manner, there is the higheſt Evidence 

of a true and divine Spirit. n t 

35. Indeed there is a Counterfeit of Love, that 
often appears amongſt thoſe that are led by a Spirit of 
Deluſion. But there is ſufficient ſaid in this Paſſage 
of truly Chriſtian Love, to diſtinguiſh. it from all ſuch | 
Counterfeits, It is Love that ariſes from an Appre- / 
henſion of the wonderful Riches of Gop's Love to | 
us, in Cyr1sT Jesus; attended with a Senſe of our 
own . Unworthineſs, and a Renunciation of all our 
own Excellency and Righteouſneſs. See ver. 9, 10. 
11, and 19. The ſureſt Character of true divine 

Love, is, that it is an humble Love. 1 Cor. xii. 4. 
Charity 'vaunteth not itſelſ, is not puſſed up When 4 
therefore we ſee Love in Perſons attended with a Senſe 
of their own Littleneſs, Vileneſs, Weakneſs, and utter 

Inſufficiency ; and ſo with Self-renunciation, and Po- 
verty of Spirit, there are the manifeſt Tokens of tlie 
Spirit of God : he that thus dwells in Love, dwells. 
in Gop; and Gov i him. r 
Love and Humility are two Things the moſt con | 
trary to the Spirit Rn + 
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World; for the Character of that evil Spirit, above 
all things, conſiſts in Pride and Malice. p 
36. Thus I have ſpoken particularly to the ſeveral 
Marks the Apoſtle gives of a Work of the true Spirit. 
There are ſome of theſe Things the Devil would not 
do if he could: thus, he would not awaken the Con- 
ſcience, and make Men ſenſible of their miſerable State 
by Nature, by Reaſon of Sin, and of their greatNeed 
of a Saviour. And he would not confirm Men in a 
Belief that ſEsus is the Son of Gop, and the Savi- 
our of Sinners, or raiſe their Value and Eſteem of 
Him : he would not beget in Mens Minds an Opinion 
of the Neceſſity, Uſefulneſs and Truth of the Holy 
Scriptures, or incline them to hearken to them, or 
make much Uſe of them; nor would he go about to 
ſhew Men the Truth, in things that concern their 


Souls; to- undeceive them, and lead them out of 


Darkneſs into Light, and give them a View of things 
as they are indecd. And there are other things that 
the Devil neither care nor will do: he will not give 


Men a Spirit of divine Love or Chriſtian Humility 3 


nor could heif he would: theſe things are as contrary 
as poſſible to his Nature: And therefore, when there 
is an extraordinary Influence on the Minds of a Peo- 
ple, if theſe Things are found in it, we are ſafe in 
determining that it is the Work of Gop, whatever o- 
ther Cireumſtances it may be attended with, whatever 
Inſtruments are employed, whatever Methods are ta- 


ken to promote it; whatever Means a ſovereign God, 


wkoſe Judgments are a great Deep, makes uſe of to 
earry it Say ene whatever Motion there may be of 
the animal Spirits, whatever Effects may be wrought 
on Mens Bodies. Theſe Marks, that the Apoltle 
has given, are ſufficient to ſtand alone, and ſapport 
themſelves ; and where-ever they are, they plainly 
ſmew the Finger of Gop, and are ſufficient to out- 


weigh a thouſand ſuch Objections, as _ make 
aonduct, 


from Oddities, Irregularities, and Errors in 
and the Deluſions and Scandals of ſome ſecming Be- 
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37. But here ſome may object what the Apoſtle Pari 
ſays, in the 2 Cor. xi. 13, 14. Such are falſe Apoſtles, 
deceitful Workers, transforming themſelves into the Aftoftles 
of Chrift ; and no Marvel, for Satan himſelf is transform- 
ed into an Angel of Light. "We 

To which I anſwer, that this can be no Objection 
againft the Sufficiency of theſe Marks to diſtinguiſh 
the true Spirit from the falſe Spirit, in thoſe 'Fa//e A. 
poſtles falſe Prophets the Apoſtle» ſpeaks of, in 


whom the Devil was transformed into an Angel of 


Light ; becauſe it is principally with a view to them 
that the Apoſtle gives theſe Marks; as appears by the 
Words of the Text, Believe: not every Spirit, but try 
the Spirits, whether they are of GOD. And this is 
the Reaſon he gives, Becauſe many falſe Prophets are 


gone out into the World : ** There are many gone out into 
the World that are the Miniſters of the Devil, that 


transform themſelves into the Prophets of Gov, in whom 
the Spirit of the Devil is /fansformed into an Angel of 


Light ; therefore try the Spirits by theſe Rules that 1 


ſhall give you, that you may be able to diſtinguiſh the 
true Spirit from the falſe Spirit, under fuch a cr 


Diſguiſe.” Thoſe age Prophets the Apoſtle Fobn ſpeaks 


of, are doubtleſs the ſame ſort of Men with thoſe fa//e 
Apoſtles, and deceitful Workers, that the Apoſtle Paul 
{peaks of, in whom the Devil was transformed into an 
Argel of Light : and therefore we may be fure that theſe 


Marks the Apoſtle gives, are eſpecially adapted to 


diſtinguiſh between the true Spirit, and the Devil tranſ- 


formed into an Angel of Light, becauſe thcy are given 
for that End. That is the Apoſtle's declared Purpoſe, 


to give Marks by which the true Spirit may be diſtin- 
guiſhed from that ſort of Counterfeits. | 


And if we look over what is ſaid about theſe falſe 
Prophets and falſe Apoſtles (as there is much ſaid 
about them in the New Teſtament) and take Notice 
in what Manner the Devil was transformed into an 
Angel of Light in them, we ſhall not find: any thing 

that in the leaſt injures the Sufficiency of theſe Marks 


to diſtinguiſh the true Spirit from ſuch Counterfeits. 
The Devil transformed 


„ 


himſelf into an Angel of 
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Light, as there was in them a Shew, and great Boaſts 
of extraordinary Knowledge in divine Things; Col. 
ii. 8 1 Tim. i. 6, 7. and chap. vi. 3, 4, 5» 2 Tim. it. 
14, 16, 17,18. Tit. i. 10. 16. Hence their Followers 


called themſelves Gzoftics, from their great pre- 


tended Knowledge : and the Devil in them mi- 
micked the miraculous Gifts of the Holy Spirit, in 
Viſions, Revelations, Prophecies, Miracles, and the 


immediate Conduct of the Spirit in what they did: 


hence they are called falfe Apoſtles and falſe Pro- 
phets: See Matt. xxiv. 24. Again, there was a falſe 
Shew of, and lying Pretences to great Holineſs and 
Devotion in Words, Rom. xvi. 17,18. Epb. iv. 14. 


Hence they are called deceitful Workers, and Wells, and | 
Clouds without Water. 2 Cor. xi. 13. 2 Pet. ii. 17. 


Jude 12. 'There was alſo in them a Shew of extra- 


ordinary Piety and Righteouſneſs in their ſuperſtitious | 


Worſhip : Col. ii. 16, 17, 18. 21,,22,23- So they 
had a falſe, proud and bitter Zeal : G4“. iv. 17, 18. 


1 Tim. i. 6. and chap. vi. 4, 5. And likewiſe a falſe 
Shew of Humility, in affecting an extraordinary out- 


ward Meanneſs and Dejection, when indeed they 


were vainly puffed up with their feſb y Mind; and made 
a Righteouſneſs of their Humility, and were exceed - 


ingly lifted up with their eminent Piety : Col. ii, 
+?, 23. But how dd ſuch Things as theſe, in the leaſt 
injure thoſe things that have been mentioned. as the 
diſtinguiſhing Evidences of the true Spirit:: 

38. Having thus done what I at firſt propoſed, in 


| conſidering what are the certain, diſtinguiſhing Marks, 


by which we may ſafely. proceed in judging. of any 


Work that falls under our Obſeryation, whether it 


be the Work of the Spirit af Gop or no, I now pro- 
ceed to the Application. |. Ws $9 


I. From what has been ſaid, I will venture to draw 
this Inference, viz. That that extraordinary - Influence 
that has lately appeared on the Minds of the. People 
etruad in this Land, caufing in them an unchmmon Cons 
cern about the Things of Religion, is undi öte Aly, in the 
Teneral, from the Spirit of GOD. There are 1. 
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Things that need to be known in order to ſuch æ 
Works being judged of, viz, Fa#s and Rules. The 


Rules of the Word of Gon we have laid before us; 
and as to Fas, there are but two Ways that we can 
come at them, ſo as to be in a Capacity to compare 
them with the Rules, either by our own Obſervation, 
or by Information from others that have had Oppor- 


that has been lately carrĩed on in 


tunity to obſerve. 
As to this Work 
the Land, there are ſo many Things concerning it 


that are notorious, as, unleſs the Apoſtle 7obn was 


out in his Rules, are ſufficient to determme it to be 
in general the Work of Gop. It is notorious that the 
Spirit that is at work, takes off Perſons Minds from. 
the Vanities of the World, engages them in a deep 
Concern about eternal Happineſs, puts them upon 
earneſtly ſeeking their Salvation, and convinces them 


of the Dreadfulneſs of Sin, and of their own guilty and 


miſerable State by Nature. It is notorious that it a- 
wakens Mens Conſciences, and make them ſenſible of 
the Dreadfulneſs of Gop's Anger, and-cauſes in them 
2 great Deſire and earneſt Care and Endeavour to ob- 
tain his Favour. It is notorious that it puts them up- 


on a more diligent Improvement of the Means of | 
Grace which Gow has appointed. It is alſo notori- | 


ous, that, in general, it works in Perſons a greater 


Regard to the Word of Gov, and Deſire ef hear- 


ing and reading of it. And it is notoriouſly manifeſt 
that the Spirit in general operates as a Spirit of 
Truth, making Perſons more ſenſible of what is really 


true, in thoſe Things that concern their eternal Sal- 


vation : as that they muſt die, and that Life is. very 
ſhort and uncertain; that there is a great and juſt 
Gov, whom they are accountable to, and that they 
ſtand in great Need of a Saviour. It is furthermore: 
notorious, that this Spirit makes Perſons more ſenſi- 
ble of the Value of that Jesvs that was crucified, 


and their Need of him; and that it puts them upon 


earneſtly ſeeking an Intereſt in him. It can't be but 


that theſe Things ſhould be apparent to People in ge- 
5 neral through the 7 


Land; for theſe Things. are not 
OY OT T0. * oh 


 —_ 


. 


% . eas 2.0 


* 


(33) 


done in a Corner. 'The Work that has been wrought 
has not been confined to a few Towns, in ſome re- 
moter Parts of the Land, but has been carried on in 
many Places, and in the principal'and moſt populous, 
2 Places in it. And it has now been conti- 
nued for a conſiderable Time; ſo that there has been 
a great deal of Opportunity to obſerve the Manner of 
the Work. | 


"" TOTS 


* 


1 39. And here I would obferve, that the Nature 
4 and Tendency of a Spirit that is at work, may be 
4 determined with much greater Certainty, when it is 
obſerved in a great Multitude of People of all ſorts, 
4 and in various Places, than when it is only ſeen in a 
> few, in ſome particular Place, that have been much 
| converſant one with another. A few particular Per- 
7 ſons may agree to put a Cheat upon others. But 
when the Work is ſpread over great Part of a Coun- 
| try, in Places diſtant one from another, among Peo- 
? * of all ſorts, and all Ages, and in Multitudes of 
Perſons of ſound Mind, good Underſtanding, and 
known Integrety; there would be the greateſt Ab- 
ſurdity in ſuppofing that, by all the Obſervation that 
can be made, for many Months together, by thoſe 
that are moſt intimate with them in theſe Affairs, 
and have long been acquainted with them, ſtill it 
can't be determined what kind of Influence the Ope- 
ration they are under, has upon People's Minds; whe- 
ther it tends to awaken their Conſciences, or to ſtu- 
pify them; to incline them more to feek their Sal- 
vation, or neglect it; whether it confirms them in a 
Belief of the Scriptures, or leads them to Deiſm; and 
ſo in other Things. There is probably no particular 
ö Perſon here preſent, that thinks himſelf to have a 
Right to be treated as one of common Senſe; and Ve- 
racity, but would think himſelf abuſed, if he ſhould 
declare to others, that he had altered his Mind in 
theſe and thoſe Particulars ; he now found himſelf 
convinced of the Truth of this or that, that formerly 
he did not believe; if thoſe he made ſuch a Profeſ. 
ſion to would not believe him, though they had long 
been converſant with them, and though he perſiſted in 
"ll this Profeflion. for many Months together, and 2 
J%yVbCÿß·, er eg +, . lh 
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much more unreaſonable would it 


been brought to-ſuch Agonies, I never yet knew one,. 

—  aſtimgly deprived of their Reaſon. In ſome that I 

have known, Melancholy has evidently been mixt: 

and when it is ſo, the Difference is very apparent 3. 
their Diſtreſs are of another kind, and o 
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thing appeared in him but what a; thereto. But 
when ſuch Pro- 
feſſions are made, not by a particular Perſon only, 
but by great Numbers of People. to ſuppoſe that they 
all agree in profeſſing what indeed ay do not feel in 


- their Souls. 


| 40. Thoſe in whom have been the uncommon Ap- 
pearances, whence have ariſen the main Objections to 
mis Work, have been of two ſorts ; either thoſe that 
have been in great Diſtreſs, in an Apprehenſion of 
their Sin and Miſery $ or thoſe that have been over- 

come with a Senſe of the Greatneſs, Wonderfulneſs 
and Excellency of divine Things. Of the Multitude 
of thoſe of the former ſort, that I have had Oppor- 
tunity to obſerve, there have been very few ; but 
by all that could be obſerved, their Diſtreſs has ariſen 
from real proper Conviction. And tho' I don't ſap- 
poſe, when ſuch thmgs were obſerved to be common, 


_ that Perſons have laid themſelves under thoſe violent 


Reftraints, to avoid eutward Manifeſtations of their 


Diſtreſs, that perhaps they otherwiſe would have done g 


yet there have been very few in whom there has been 
any Appearance of feigning or affecting ſuch Mani- 
feſtations, and very many for whom it would have 


been undoubtedly e to avoid them. Gene- 
rally thoſe that have been in theſe have ap- 
peared: to be in the perfect Exerciſe of their Reaſon ; 


and thoſe of them that have been able to ſpeak, have 


. been well able to give an Account of the Circum- 
ſtances of their Minds, and the Cauſe of their Diſ- 


treſs, in the Time of it, and. well able to remember, 
and ivean Account afterwards. I have known a very 
few Inſtances of thoſe, that in their great Extremity, 
have for a ſhort been — vey in ſome Mea- 
fure, of the Uſe: of Reaſon ;. but the many 
hundreds, and it may be thouſands, that 2697 4 
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(35) | 
treſſes them, but many vain Shadows and Notions. 
Some in their great Diftreſs have not been able to 


give Account of themſelves, or to explain the 
| Ty 


ard Cauſe of their Trouble to others. But 
this won't be at all wondered at by thoſe who have 
had much to do with Souls under ſpiritual Difficulties, - 
Some things that they are ſenſible of, are altogether 
new to them, their Liess and inward Senſations are 
new, and what they therefore know not how to ac- 
commodate Lan: to, or to find Words to expreſs. 
And ſome who at firſt fay thay know not what was 
the matter with them, on being particularly examined, 
have been able to repreſent their-Cafe, tho' of them- 
ſelves they could not find Expreſſions fo to do. 
4'. Some ſay the Terrors they think ſuch Perſons 
are in, that have fuch Effect: on their Bodies, is only 
a Fright. But certainly their ought to be a Diſtin- 
Sion made between a very great Fear, and extreme 
Diſtreſs, arifing from an A ——— of ſome dread- 
ful Truth, that is a Caufe fu n to ſuch 
an Effect, and a needleſs, — Fright; which is 


of two kinds; either when Perſons are terrified with 


that which is net the Truth; (of this I have ſcen very 
few Inftances, unleſs in caſe of Melancholy ; or fe- 
—— when Perſons are under a childiſh Fright, 

rom ſome terrible outward Appearance, and a 
1 that there is ſomething 
or other terrible, they know not what ; without ha- 

in their Minds the Apprehenfion of any particular 
— ot Trath whatſoever. Of ſuch a kind of Fright 
. aer ainony; odd 


1 fach 


commonly ex- 

Preſs a great Senſe of their 1 np Wickednefs, of 
— woos Guilt in the Gov ; and the 
Ineſs of the N that Sin expoſes to; 

Very often they have 2 lively Idea of the horrible 
Pit of eternal r, cat or he fan tithe the 
Wrath of Gov ars amazingly terrible to them: 


Gop to chem ſo much provoked, they are 
AP ke will not dear with them any longer; 
=o will now forthwith ſend them down to the dread- 


ful 
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tal Fit hey have ig View Very ann in the M 


_ of their Extremity, have been brought to an extraor- 


— 


dinary Senſe of their fully deſerving that Wrath and 


Deſtruction, which is then before their Eyes ; and at 
the ſame Time that they feared every Moment it 
would be executed upon them, they have been atly | 


convinced it would be altogether juſt that it ſhould. 
And very often fome Texts of Scripture,” to that Ef- 
fe, has been ſent home upon their Minds, whereby 


their Minds have been calmed, and they have been 


brought as it were to lie at Gop's Foot. And after 

reat Agonies, a little before Light has ariſen, they 
Yaſs been compoſed and quiet, in a kind of Sub- 
miſſion to a juſt Gop; but their bodily Strength much 
ſpent ; and ſometimes their Lives, to Appearance, 
almoſt gone. Then Light has appeared, and a glori- 
ous Redeemer, with his wonderful all-ſufficient Grace, 
has been repreſented to them often, in ſome {ſweet 


Invitation of Scripture. Sometimes the Light comes 


in ſuddenly, ſometimes more gradually, filling their 
Souls with Love, Admiration, Joy, and Self-abaſe- 


ment; drawing forth their Hearts in longing after 


the Redeemer, and Longings to lie in the Duſt be- 
fore him; and Longings that others might behold 
and embrace him; and Longings to live to his Glory ; 
but appearing vile in their own Eyes, and having 


much Jealouſy over their own Hearts. And all the 


Apperrances of a real Change of Heart have fol- 


lowed ; and Grace has acted, from time to time, af - 


ter the ſame Manner it uſed to act in thoſe that were 
converted formerly; except that in many Light and 
Comfort have been in a higher Degree. Many very 

ung Children have been thus wrought upon. There 
3 n ſome Inſtances very much like thoſe De- 
moniacks, Mart i. 26. and chap. ix. 26. of whom we 
read, that toben the Devil had cried tvith a-loud Hoicr, 
and rent them ſort, be came out of them. And probably 
thoſe Inſtances were deſigned for a Type of ſuch things 
as theſe. Some have ſeveral Turns of i 


all has followed. 13117 72 
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. great Agonies, | 
before they are delivered; and ſome have been in ſuch 
Diſtreſſes, and it has paſſed off, and no Deliverance at 
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42. Some abjeft againſt it, as great Confuſion, 
When there is a Num together, in ſuch Circum- 
* and ſay, Go can't be the Author of it, 
becauſe he is the Gop of Order, not of Confuſion. 
But Jet it be conſidered, what is the =_ Notion 
of Confuſion, but the breaking that Order of Thin 
whereby they are duly directed to their End, ſo 
.the Order and the due Connection of Means 2 
broken, they fail of their End ; but Conviction and 
Converſion of Sinners is the End of Religious Means. 
Not but I think Perſons ſhould endeavour to refrain 
from ſuch outward Manifeſtations, in the Time of 
the ſolemn Worſhip. But if Gov is pleaſed to con- 
vince the Conſciences ot Perſons, ſo that they can't 
avoid great outward Manifeſtations, even to the inte- 
rupting, and breakin ug off thoſe public Means they 
were attending, I don't think this is Confuſion, or an 
unhappy Interruption, any more than if a Company 
ſhould meet on the Field to pray for Rain, and ſhould 
be ,broken. off from their Exerciſe .by a plentiful 
HO: Would to Gop that all the public Aſſem- 
blies an, the Land were broken off from their public 
Exerciſes w ſuch Confuſion as this the next Sab- 

e 4 d cbt 1 l he 

er. ans, by obtaining the to whi 
that Ortler is Hired: he that 2 a Journey to 
fetch a Preaſure, need not be ſorry that he is ſtop- 
e bbs, Ireglure in the Midft of bis 


" Beſides thoſe, mat are: ercome with Conviction 
290 Piſro , {L have.ſeen 55 that have had their 
badily way With a ., 
. and the Wonders 
ith a Very uncommon Senſe of 

ben Teac atending 
ances of the 
f themſelves ; — 
9 20 Pity to the Souls of 


ohen, e for their Salvation. 
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all to be wondered at, that 
A OY continued, and almoſt 
| univerſal - 


- 


1 


= univerſal Deadneſs, ſhould at firſt be attended with , 
| ſuch Things. When Gop at firſt began his great < 
= Work for the Deliverance of his People, after their 
long continued -Bondage in Egypt, there were falſe 


Wonders mixed with true, for a while; which har- 
dened the unbelieving Egyptians, and made them to 
þ doubt of the Divinity of the whole Work.. When 
| Day-light firſt appears after a Night of Darkneſs, we 
| muſt expect to have Darkneſs mixt with 1.57 for 
| A while, and not have perfect Day, and the Sun riſen 
=: at once. The Fruits of the Earth are green before 
1 they are ripe, and come to their Perfection gradually; 
| and ſo CRHRISH tells us, is the Kingdom of GOD, Mark 
iv. 26, 27, 28. So is the Kingdon of GOD ; as if a Man 
4 fuld caft Seed into the Ground, and ſhould fleep, - and rije 
| N.ght and Day; and. the Seed ſhould ſpring ani! grow 1p, 


Be knoweth not how ; for the Earth bringeth . Fruit of. 
herſelf fr ft the Blade; then the Ear; then the full Corn 
in the Eur. 10 to 3 v64:0 44 edu 
The Imprudences and Errors that have attended 
this Work, are the leſs to be wondered at, if it be 
conſidered, that it is chiefly young Perſons that have 
been the Subjects of it. And doubtleſs it has been 
one Occaſion of much of the Miſcondu there 18 
been, that in many Places, People Who are the Sub- 
jects of this Work of Gop's Spirit, ſee plainly'that 
their Miniſters have an ill Opinion of the Work 3 and 
therefore with juſt Reaſon, N e 
to them as their Guides in this Work; and ſo are 
without Guides: and no Wonder that When a Peo- 
ple are as Sheep without a Shepherd, ban? "wander 
© out of the Way. A People in fact Circamftanceselſ- 
pecially, ſtand in great androntinual Need of Guides, 
and their Guides ſtadd in cofltinual Need. of much 
more Wiſdom than they habe öf their own: And if 
a People haye Miniſters thit'favour the Work, and 
rejoice in it, vet it is, not to be expeRted chat either 
People or Miniſters ſhould know ſo! well how to cbn- 
duct themſelves in ſüch an cxttatrdinaty” Stäte ef 
Things, while it is ee ey vey hear 
 Experigace of before, abt Ker theFRave'h 
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(439) 
Experience, and: Time to ſee the Tendency, Conſe- 
quences and Iſſue of Things. 
44. II. Let us all be 2 warned, &'no Mean: to 


5 ag? or do any thing, in the leaſt to binder that Wark that 


lately been carried on in the Land, 
The Example of the Few: in Chriſt's and the Apo- 
ſtles Times, is enough to beget in thoſe that don't 
acknowledge; this Work, a great Jealouſy of them- 
ſelyes, and to make them exceoding cautious of what 
they ſay or do- Cyr15sT then was in the World, and 
the World knew him not: be came to bis own, by Pro- 
feſſion, and his own received him not; pat Coming of 
Cur isT had been much ſpoken of in Scripture, and 
had been long expected; and yet becauſe CirisT 
came in a Manner that they did not expect, they would 
not own him, but oppoſed him, counted him a Mad- 
man. and. he i that he wrought, by the Spirit of 
e Devil. hey ſtbod and wondered at the regt 
ingy that were done; d 4 they met wit 
many Stumbling- blocks, that they ſinally could = 
acknowledge him. And when” the Spirit of Gop 
559 to be ſo wonderfully poured out in the Apoſtles 
„they Iooked upon it to be Fre ion and Diſ- 
ty + Ay They were aſtoniſhe d b what they ſaw 
and heard, Wy: not confined; "And d eſpecially was 
the Work Sep jefted by: thoſe that were 
on of their 1 925 nderſtanding and Know- 
55 5 to V [a, XXix. Ls 125 Sebold, I 
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me ciouſly and openly oppoſed and. 7 
e Work of the Spirit of Goo, and called i it the Work 


| fone al thei F S and Lukewarmneſs. * 
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(40) 
as much ſpoken of in Scripture Prophecy, as that frſt 
Coming of Cuxisr was, that has been long expected 
dy the Church of Gop ; and we have Reafon to think 
will be, in many Reſpects, parallel with the other. 


And certainly, that low State that the viſible Church 


of Gov has lately been ſunk into, is very lel 


With the State of the 7-wib Church, when CU Is 


came; and therefore no Wonder at all, chat when 


Cbriſ comes, his Work ſhould appear a ſtrange Work 


to moſt. Whether the Work that is now wrought, 
be the Beginning of that great Coming of Can r. to 
ſet up his Ting dom, that is ſo much ſpoken of, or 
no; yet it is evident from what has been faid, that 
it is a Work of the ſame Spirit, and of the fame Na- 


ture. And there is no Reaſon to doubt, but that, for 
Perſons to continue 1 to refuſe to acknowledge 


Cusisr in the Work, ly thoſe that are fer tu 
be Teachers in bis Church, will be in like Manner 


| provoking to Gob, as it was in che Jer of old, to 


refuſe to acknowledge CG; and that, notwithfland- 
ing what they may plead of the great'Stumbling- blocks 


that are in the Way, and the Cauſe they have to doubt 


E | 
45. Thoſe that can't believe the Work to be true, 
decaufe of the extraotdinary Degree aud Manner o 
ir, mould corfider how it was with the unbelievi 
Lord in Samuria, who faid, Bebe, if the Lord wan 


* 


mate Windtes in Hauen, might this Thing , To 
whom lia ſaid, Bebolil thou Bat fſet'it toith thine Eyes, 
2 nat' ect thereof. Let all to whom this Work is 
a Cloud and Darknefs, as the Pillar of Cloud and Fire 
was to the Egypelant, take heed that it be not their De- 
Kruetiom, as thac was theirs, while it gave Light to 


z 


Gov's Ia. 
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Todd pray choſe thit quiet themſelves with that, 


that they-proceed on a Principle of Prudence, and 5 
wuiting t6 ſee what che Iffue of Things will be, 


whit Fruits Nen wilt bring forth in chelr Lives and 
er, whether this will 77 
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lingeblocks did not diminiſh, hut ingreaſe ;.they. found 
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prodable that many of thoſe chat are thus waiting, 
know not what they are waiting for: if they wait to 
ſee a Work of Gp without Difficulties and Stumb- 


ing blocks, that will. be like the Fool waiting at the 


Riverſide to have the Water all run by. A Work 
of Gop, without Stumbling- blocks is never to be ex- 
pected: ii nnuſt ness be that Offences come; There ne- 
ver yet was any great Manifeſtation that God made 
of himſelf to the World, without many Dificulties 
attending it. „lt is with the Works of Goh, as it is 
with, the Word of Goo; they are full of thoſe 
Things chat ſeem ſtrange and inconſiſtent and diffi- 
cult to the unbelieving Hearts of Men. Cori and hig 
Work always was, and always. will be a Stone of 


Stumbling, and Rock of Offence; a Gin and a Snare 


to many. The Prophet He/e,z,; in the laſt Chapter of 
his Prophecy, ſpeaking of a glorious Revival of Re- 
ligion in God's Church, when God would % as the 
Der unto; Jjracl, and: he ſhould grow as the Lilly, and caſt 


forth, hit Roots - as Lebanon, | concludes all thus, bo it 
wiſe 2 and dr ſhall undertons, theſe Things 3 udn, 
and he ſpall know them. For the Ways of the Lord are right, 
and the Juſt ſhall walk in them, but the Traxjgreſſors a. 


Fall ther its cit 
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It is probable that the Stumbling: blocks. that now 


attend ghjs, Werk, will in ſome Reſpects be increaſed, 


and not diminiſned. Particularly,. we, probably ſhall 


ſee. more Inſtances of Apoſtacy and groſs Iniquity a: 


will come. It is with Cux18T's. Works; as it Mas 
with his Parables ; Things that are. difficult, to Meng 
gark- Minds, are ordered of Purpoſe, . for the: Trial of 
Fertens Hiſpoſitions and) fpiriraal Senſe. 1 Thoſe that 


mong Profeſſors. And if one, kind of, Stumbling: 
blocks are remoyed, -it is to be expected that ↄchers 


are aw walting to ſee the Ilſne of this Work, think 


they ſhall he better able to determine by and by; but 


they are probably, many of them miſtaken. The Ter, 
chat ſaw Cur fs T's Miracles, waited to ſee better Evi- 


dences of his being the Meſſiah; they. maptod. a; bign | 
from Heaven; but they waited inxain ; their Stumb- | 


* 


* 
. 


, 
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k 
o 


no End to them ; and ſowere more and more heatdned 


; | ul? ſtle was careful 42.15 
| _ that 
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in their Unbelief. 
46. It is to be woudzved at, that thoſe who' have 
doubted of the Work that has been attended with 
fuch uncommon external A pearances, ſhould be eaſy 
in their Doubts, without (thorough Pains to in- 
form themſelves, by going were ſuch Things have 
been to be ſeen, and narrowly obſerving them, and 
diligently enquiring into them ; not contenting them- 
ſelves only with obſerving two or three Inſtances, nor 
reſting till they were fully informed by their own Ob- 
fervation. I don't doubt, but that if this Courſe had 
deen taken, it would have convinced all whoſe Minds 
are. not ſhyt up againſt Conviction. How greatly 


| have they erred, who only from the uncertain Reports 


of others, have ventured to ſpeak "ſlightingly of theſe 
Things? That Caution of an jinbelieving Je might 
teach them more Prudence, As v. . 39. Refrain 
From theſe Men, and let them ame; for if this Counſel, or 
this Work be of Men, Sores ent ge but 2 le 
of GOD, ye cannot uren #: 105 en to 
net againſt GOD. 
I come now in the - 
47. III. and laſt Place, to apply myſelf to thoſe 


chat are the Friends of "this Work, who haye been 


Partakers of it, or are zealous to promote it. Let 
me earneſtly exhort ſach, to give diligent! Heed to 
themſelues, to apoid"all Errors and Miſcondu#, and 
whatever may. darken and objeure the” _ and give 
Ocrcafion to thoſe that fland ready 16. 
A. Tom thoſe 
ed Occafian.” The ſame — Titus, 
to maintain that ſtx Care and Watch over — 
that both his Preaching and Behaviour - might be 
ſuch as con/d wot be tondemned ; that be who was be 
contrary Part might be afbamed, baving ns evil | Thing 


_ to fayof be. Tu. u 5, 9. We had need to be 


1e as ts,” and” barmleſs\ar Dove:, It is of no 
ppg 5 uence that we ſhould: behave ourſelves 


e el We muſt expect that che 
We wil wp mf wh. 1 
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if 


* 


Serpent too ſubtle-for us. 


erer. 


ſently after ſome 


, * 


themſolves have aſterwards b 
| Pride that betrayed them. bars. OE 
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and be will eſpecially tiumph if he can prevail againſt 


any of us, in any thing to blind and miſlead us: he 


knows it will do more to further his Intereſt, than if 
he prevailed againſt an hundred others. We had need 
to watch and pray, for we are but little Children; 
this roaring Lion is too ſtrong for us, and. this old 


3 14 

dance on our Lord, will be our beſt Defence. Let 
us therefore maintain the ſtricteſt Wateh againſt ſpi- 
ritual Pride, or a being hfted 2 extraordinary 
Experiences and C We had need, after ſuch 
Favours; in a ſpecial Manner to = a firit and 
jealous Eye upon our own Hearts, leſt there ſhould 
ariſe high Thoughts of ourſelves, as being now pe- 
culiar Favourites of Heaven. When we have great 
Diſcoveries' of Gob made to oar Souls, ſhe ſhould 
not ſhine bright in our own Eyes. Mah, when! he 
had been converſing with Gos in the Mount, though 
his Face ſhone ſo as to dazzle the Eyes of um and 
the People, yet he did not ſhine in his own Eyes; 
be wift not that his Fare ſhone. Loet none think them- 
ſelves out of Danger ef this ſpiritual Pride. Gos 
ſaw that the Apoſtle Paw hanſelf was no: out of Dan- 
ger of it, no not when he had) juſt been converſing 


with Gop in the third Heaven: ' fee 2 Cor, xii. 7. 


Pride is the firſt Sin that everenteredints the Univerſe, 
and it lies loweſt of all in the Foundation of the whole 


| Building of Sin, and is the moſt ſecret, deceitfu}, and 


unfearchable in its way of working, of any Luſt what- 


| ſoever, It is ready to mix with every thing; and no- 


thing is ſs bateful to God, 


and contrary to the Spi- 


ritof the Goſpel; and there is no one Sin that does ſo 
much let in the Devil inte the Hearts of Men, and ex- 


g pr chen to his Deluſons. I have ſeen it in many 


nſtances. The Devil has come in at this Door pre- 
raordinary Communication with 

Gop, -and has wofully deluded and led them aſtray, 
till Gop has merciful 9 2— their Eyes: and they 


Some 
. 
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Momh, by the Power of the Higheſt overſhad 


) 


Ig. Some of the true Friends of the-Work of. G p 


Spirit have erredl in giving oo much heed to Impulſes 


and ſtrong Impreſſions of their Minds. Theſe Impreſ- 


. ions, if they are truly from the Spirit of Gon, are af 
a quite different Nature from the gree/ovs Influences of 
the Spirit of Gon on the Heart. They are of the 
Nature of the extraordinary Giſis of the Spirit, which 


the Apoſtlediſtinguiſh 


Bat his- ordinary gracious Influences are by far the 


moſt excellent and ;gloriaus;; as, the Apoſtle largely 


ſnews in the firſt of Corinthians, beginning with the 


3 iſt Verſe of the 4 2th Chapter. where ſpeaking of the 
extraordinary Gifts; of the Spirit, he ſays, But copet 
earneftly the befl Gif; and yet I hero vou a more em,. 
lent Way, i. e. à more excellent Way of, the Influr 
enee of the Spirit: and: then he goes on in the next 
Chapter, to. ſhew what that more excellent Way is, 
even that which is in the Grace of the Spirit, which. 
ſummarilx conſiſts in Chatiiy, or divine Loa. A Man 
may have thoſe extraordinary Gifts, and yet be abo- 
minable to Gom and go to Hell: the. ſpiritual and 
eternal Life of the Soul don't conſiſt in the extraor- 


dinary Gifts of the Spirit, but the Grace of the Spi- 


rit: this, and nqt thuſe, is chat Influence of the Spi- 
rit of God which Gon bſt os only on his dear Chil- 
dren: he has ſometimes thrown: out. the other to 
Dogs and Swine, aas het did to Balaam,, Saul and. 
Juda. Many wicked Men at the Day of judgment 


will plead, Bae tve nat prophefied in thy Name, and in 


thy Name | caft: out Devils; and in thy;Nams done many 
 _coonderful Monti. The gręataſi Privilege of the Fro- 
: er Was not their working Miracles, 
bat their eminent Hblineſs. : Ihe, Grace chat was ia 
their Hearts, was a thouſand dimes more their Dig- 
nity and Honour, than theirg miraculous Gifts 1 


haue Grace in the Heart is an higher Privilege than 
the bleſſed Virgin herſelf had, in having the Body of 
the ſecond Perſon in the Trinity conceived in her 


her, Luke xi. 27, 28. Aud it game ie peſsiuas he pair 
Amos | | Je theſes 
R N Py we 4 7 


es from the Grace of the. Spirit, 
in the igt Chapter of tho ar. IL. I 1 nn. 


owing. 
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theſe Things, a certain Woman of 


the Company, lift up ber 


Voice, and ſaid unto him, Bleſſed: is the Won that bear 


thee, aui the Paps that thou haſt ſucked! But he ſard, yea; 

| * bleſſed are they that hear the Ward. of GOD and 
it. , 

4%. The ordinary ſanctifying Influences of the Spi- 

rit of Gop are the End of all extraordinary Gifts, as 


the Apoſtle ſnews, Eph. iv. 11, 12, 13. They are 


2 for nothing, any further than as they are ſubor- 
inate to this End; they will be ſo far from profiting; 
any without it, that they will only aggravate their 
Miſery. This is, as the Apoſtles obſerves, the moſt 
excellent Way of Gop's communicating his Spirit to 
his Church; it is the great Glory of the Church in 
all Ages. This Glory 1s what makes the State of the 
Church on Earth: moſt like the State of the Church 
in Heaven, where Prophecy and Tongues, and other 
miraculous Gifts ceaſe; and are away, and 
Cop communicates his Spirit only in that more ex- 
cellent Way that the Apoſtle: f 
or divine Love, which never faileth. Therefore the 
Glory of the Approaching happy State of the Church 
don't at all require theſe extraordinary Gifts. As 
that State of the Church will be the neareſt of any to 
its perfect State in Heaven, fo perhaps it will be like 
it in this, that all extraordinary Gifts ſhalſ have ceafed 
and vaniſhed away: and all thofe Stars and Moon, 
with the reflected Light they gave in the Night, or # 
more dark Seafon, 
of Divige Love. The Apoſtle: fpenks- of. thoſe Gifts 
of Inſpiration as childich Thiogs, in Compamſdn of 
the Influence of che Spirit in D Love, Things 
given t64he Church only to ſupport it in in 
till che Church ſhould haves complear fi 
eſtublihed, and: all .the ordinar ce 
 Hould be ſettled; but as Things that houid'crafe, 2s 

the Church advanced above its childiſh State, and 
ſnould intirely vaniſh, wken the Church meald come 
86 the State of Manhood 3 1 Cor. xu. 11. N Jun 


Mimoni ty, 


4 Child, I pale av A Chu lun ar Chi, 1 
odght a 4 Child ©, but when I berume a Man, 3 pur 


For 


cu childiſh Things. 


8 


s of, viz. Charity, - 


be fwattdwed up in the Sun 


ary: Means of: Grace 
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For my Part, I had rather enjoy the ſweet 'Influ- 
ences of the Spirit, 2 CurisT's infinite Grace, 


and dying Love, drawing forth the holy Exerciſe; of 


Faith, and humble Joy in'Gop, one Quarter of an 

Hour, than to have prophetical Viſions and Revela- 
tions for a whole Vear. It appears to me much more 
probable that Gop ſhould give ſuch Revelations to 
his Saints in the dark Times of Popery, than now in 


the Approach of the moſt. glorious and perfect State 


of his Church on Earth. It does not appear, that 
there is any Need of thoſe extraorninary Gatts, to in- 
troduce this happy State, and ſet up the Kingdom of 


God thro' the World; I have ſeen ſo much of the 


Power of Gov in a more excellent Way, as to convince 
me that Gop can eaſily do it without 
I would therefore intreat the People of Gop to be 
very cautious how they give heed to ſuch Things. 
J have ſeen them fail in very many Inſtances ; and 
know by Experience that Impreſſions being made wich 
ext Power, and preſently aſter, yea in the midſt of 


tet Communion with God, and attended with Texts 


of Scripture flrongly impreſſed on the Mind, are no 
- fure Signs of their being Revelations from Heaven: 
for I have known ſuch Impreſſions fail, and prove vain 
by the Event, in ſome Inſtances attended wich pee 
Cũcumſtances. 42 teig Ii ei "1 

50, Neither let us deſpiſe, human Leaming They 
that ſay! human Learning is of little or no * inithe 


Work 8 don't conſider what they ſay. 3 
dnt: ſay it. By human Learn- 


x they did, 
25 means and. ſuppoſ poſe ocker mean, the Improve · 
af he common Knowledge which Men haye, 
by bums. ;optward Means. And therefore to ſay 
that haman Beaming is of 50 Uſe, is as much as/to 
axthatthe Education MAE, ox that th mm 
Childs ag — * 1 — ſothat a Child of four Y ears. 
wid is as Gt! 2-adigr 72d the: $46 £14 of Gon. 
It: 
by his 
of 
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thirty Years of Age. If adult Perſons have greater 
Ability and Advantage to do Service, becaule they 
have more human Knowledge than a little Child, than 
doubtleſs if they have more human Knowledge ſtill, 
with the ſame Degree of Grace, they would have ſtill 
greater Ability and Advantage to do Service. An In- 
creaſe of Knowledge, without doubt, inereaſes a Man's 
Advantage either to do Good, or Hurt, according as he 
is diſpoſed. It is too manifeſt to be denied, that Gop 
made great Uſe of human Learning in the Apoſtle 
Pau, as he alſo did in Meſes and Solomon. | 
And if Knowledge, obtained by human Means, is 
not to be deſpiſed, then it will follow that the Means 
of obtaining it are not to be neglected, viz. Study; 
and that this is of great Uſe in order to a Preparaflon 
for a public Inſtructing others. And tho undoubtedly, 
an having the Heart full of the powerful Influences 
of the Spirit of Gop, may at ſome Times enable Per- 
ſons to ſpeak profitably, yea very excellenty, without 
Study; yet this will not warrant us needleſly to caſt 
ourſelves down from the Pinnacle of the Temple, de- 
E it that the Angel of the Lord will bear 
us up, and keeping us from daſhing our Foot againſt 
a Stone, when there is another Way to go down, tho? 
it be not ſo quick. And I would pray that Method, 
which tends greatly to help both the Underſtanding. 
and Memory, may not be wholly neglected. 
I beg of thoſe that have a true Zeal for promoting 
this Work af Gop; that God has begun in the Land, 
well to conſider theſe ies I am perſuaded that as 
many of them as have much to do with Souls, if they 
don't hearken to me now, yet will be of the ſame 
Mind when they have had more Experience. 
51. One other Thing that I would intreat the Friends 


| of this Work of Gop to avoid, is managing the Con- 


arance of an angry Zeal ; and particularly inſiſt- 
ing very much on the Perſecution of Oppoſers. If 
their Perſecution were ten times ſo great as it is, me- 
thinks it would not be beſt to ſay ſo much about it. 
It becomes Chriſtians to be like Lambs, not to be apt to 

TA 4344 com- 
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complain 4 xr) whed they are hurt 1 u he G 
. and not to open their Mouth, after the Example of aur 
dear Redeemorg and not to be like Swine, that are 
| | apt to ſcream aloud-when they are touched. We 
KS - ſhould not be ready preſently to think and ſpeak af 
=, Fire from Heaven, when the 'Samaritens oppoſe us, 
| and won't receive us into their Vill Bob's zea- 
| Jous Miniſters:wouldido well to thin of the Direction 
KB the Apoſtle Pau gaveto a'zealous Miniſter, 2 Tim. ii. 
B 24,25, 26. Toe Servant f the Lori mot not fritie, but 
Ex be gentle unto.all. apt toteach, patiant; in Marine. 
| inftrafting theſe th? oppoſe them/oiuts, if GOD, gad. 
| 
| 


wenturc, will give them Repentance, to the acknowledging 


of the Truth. ni that any may recover themſelnes puter 
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